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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides information on the present status of the publication process of the seventh edition of the CIMO Guide, as well as relevant decisions of Congress-XV and EC-LIX.



ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this document and to make recommendations and give guidance for the next revision of the Guide, if necessary.
References:
1.
Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fifteenth World Meteorological Congress (WMO-No. 1026).
2. Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fifty-ninth Session of the WMO Executive Council (WMO-No. 1027).

3. Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fourteenth Session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observations (WMO-No. 1019).

DISCUSSION

Decisions of Congress-XV and EC-LIX related to the CIMO Guide
1.
Congress agreed that standardization was a key area of CIMO activities and that the current trend in preparation of technical advice to Members should continue. It noted that the seventh edition of the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (WMO-No. 8) had been adopted by the CIMO-XIV and agreed that it was the unique source of information for observing network managers and technicians to keep the national observing networks standardized to guarantee the required quality of NMHSs’ products and services to users. Congress requested the Secretary-General to publish the electronic versions of the Guide in all relevant languages on the WMO website so as to make it widely accessible. 

2.
EC-LIX reiterated the importance for international standardization of instruments and methods of observation; it requested CIMO to update regularly the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (WMO-No. 8) and to identify guidelines/ practices that could be promoted to become joint WMO and International Organization for Standardization standards;
Seventh Edition of the CIMO Guide

3.
The draft seventh edition of the CIMO Guide is available on the CIMO/IMOP website. The Linguistic Services and Publication Branch staff is still in the process of editing the Guide. The first review of the English version was completed and the second (last) review is still under way. It is expected that the English version of the Guide will be available in spring 2008. 

4.
The other languages will be available at a later stage.
5.
The Guide will be made available on the WMO website and will be published in the form of a CD-Rom to make it available to a larger audience.
Eighth Edition of the CIMO Guide

6.
At the time, at which the English version will be published, a word version of the Guide will also be available for the Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide to enter new proposals for updates.

7.
All recommendations of amendments of the CIMO Guide that were made by CIMO-XIV were approved by EC-LIX.

8.
It should be recalled that CIMO-XIV stressed the need for a continuous review and update of the CIMO Guide to reflect the rapid development of observing technology and observing practices and to respond to users’ and Members’ requirements for standardization, and called on experts in all fields to make themselves available for this important task. CIMO-XIV also recognized that updates and corrections to some chapters of the Guide were already needed. The new procedures for further revisions/updates of the CIMO Guide developed by the CIMO MG, and noted by CIMO-XIV, are provided as an Annex to this document.

Consideration
9.
In view of avoiding inconsistency between the versions of the Guide published in different languages, it is suggested that the next revisions to be published in English should not be published before the publication of the seventh edition in all planned languages is completed.

___________________

Procedure for updates of the CIMO Guide

This procedure for updates of the CIMO Guide were approved by the CIMO MG at its third session, Geneva, 3-7 July 2006: 

(a) A Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide would better serve in keeping the CIMO Guide up-todate; 

(b) Updates/revisions of the Guide are initiated as soon as a sound proposal is submitted; 

(c) Responsibility for updates/revisions resides with the Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide;

(d) The Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide coordinates activities with the Secretariat when addressing substantial updates/revisions, especially when a paid pre-editor is required or when a task to update/revise a particular part of the Guide is needed to be addressed by an expert requiring payment;

(e) Technical editors are selected by the relevant OPAG co-chairpersons and approved by the president of CIMO;

(f) The Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide submits updates/revisions to the Secretariat in a form of tracked text (both hard copy and electronic) of the current version. The Secretariat assures, in this way, the traceability to older versions;

(g) The CIMO president approves preliminary issue of updates/revisions on behalf of the CIMO-MG;

(h) The Permanent Representatives are requested to provide their comments to the preliminary issue. Comments are reviewed and consolidated by the technical editors in collaboration with the Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide and submitted to the CIMO president for approval;

(i) The CIMO president approves updates/revisions for publication on behalf of the Commission;

(j) The Secretariat publishes the relevant parts (pages) of the Guide as supplements; 

(k) A report is provided to regular sessions of CIMO for information.
