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ISSUES RELATED TO THE PLANNING, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT 
OF THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION, ITS OPAGS AND EXPERT TEAMS

Intercomparisons
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
	Summary and purpose of the document
This document provides a brief summary of the status and plans of intercomparisons for consideration by the Management Group.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document and to provide recommendations concerning the continuation of these intercomparisons and advise on the need for other urgently needed intercomparisons.
____________
Reference:
Final Report of the sixth (reduced) session of the Expert Team on Surface-based Instrument Intercomparisons (ET-SBII&CM-6) (Vigna di Valle, Italy, 
15-17 September 2008).
ISSUES RELATED TO THE PLANNING, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT 
OF THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION, ITS OPAGS AND EXPERT TEAMS

Intercomparisons
1. A very short status of the on-going and planned intercomparisons is provided below.

Field Intercomparison of Rainfall Intensity Gauges, Vigna di Valle, Italy
2. The Intercomparison began on 1 October 2007, and was originally planned to last until end of October 2008.  At its last meeting (Vigna di Valle, Italy, 15-17 September 2008), the Expert Team on Surface-Based Instrument Intercomparison and International Organizing Committee (ET/IOC) decided to extend the Intercomparison until 30 April 2009, since Italy kindly offered to continue hosting it and as all participants were also in agreement with this proposal.
3. The ET/IOC decided that the full report of the Intercomparison would be published after completion of the extension and already took measures to ensure that the report would be published as soon as possible after the end of the Intercomparison.  The aim is to have the complete report ready for review by the beginning of June 2009.  The ET/IOC recognized the need to have a meeting for the review and approval of the final report and recommended that this meeting takes place before the end of June 2009.
Intercomparison of thermometer screens and shields in conjunction with Humidity Measuring Instruments, Ghardaïa, Algeria
4. Mr Jérome Duvernoy had volunteered to visit the intercomparison site to check the status of the instruments and to provide support to the local organizers.  This lead to major improvements in the status of the preparation.
5. The ET/IOC agreed that until all the instruments are properly installed, Mr Michel Leroy, Chairperson of ET/IOC, should remain the official contact between WMO and Algeria (for linguistical purposes) and provide support to the local organizer to finalize the intercomparison setup.  The ET/IOC also agreed that once the Intercomparison officially started, that the International Organizing Committee (IOC) should be reactivated to overview the conduct and evaluation of the Intercomparison.
6. The ET/IOC decided that the Intercomparison should commence, at the latest on 
30 October 2008, and requested the site manager, in close collaboration with Mr Leroy, to accomplish the installation and checks of all instruments in accordance with the guidance that 
Mr Leroy would provide.

7. Since the meeting of ET/IOC, further improvements to the set-up were carried out.  However, at the time of writing of the document, it was not known whether the Intercomparison had officially started or not.
Eighth Session of the WMO Intercomparison of Radiosonde Systems, China
8. China kindly agreed to host the eighth WMO Intercomparison of Radiosonde Systems together with the WMO Regional Radiosonde Intercomparison in China, in the first half of 2010, and nominated Mr LI Feng, member of the ET/IOC, as contact person for the organizational details.  The detailed venue of the Intercomparison remains to be determined.

Eleventh International Pyrheliometer Comparison
9. Switzerland informed the WMO Secretariat that due to renovation work on the building of PMOD it would be extremely difficult to organize the next 11th International Pyrheliometer Comparisons (IPC XI) in September/October 2010. This could even threaten the quality of the result of the comparison and therefore, it was proposed by PMOD/WRC, supported by its supervising committee, to defer the IPC XI from 2010 to 2011.  Switzerland consequently requested WMO to decide on a possible delay of the IPC XI to September/October 2011.
10. The ET-MR&ACM Chairperson, Dr Bruce Forgan, was contacted by the WMO Secretariat, and principally agreed with the proposal, but was concerned that it might pose problems to some members, in particular to those members that are accredited according to ISO standards.  In this context, he suggested to investigate the possibility for RRCs that meet the CIMO requirement for RRCs to have a small comparison pre the renovations - or send an instrument to WRC/PMOD to enable the 'within five year' traceability link.

Solid precipitation at automatic weather station
11. A questionnaire on solid precipitations at automatic weather stations was sent to Members on 18 July 2008.  To date, 51 replies have been received.  The evaluation of the questionnaire is on-going, and first results will be presented at TECO-2008 by Ms Rodica Nitu of Canada.  Ms Nitu is planning to have the results of the final evaluation at the beginning of 2009, which should provide further information on the need for an intercomparison on that topic.
____________

