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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the Session
The Ninth Session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation Management Group will open at 09:30 hours on Tuesday, 5 April 2010, at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  
1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only. 
2. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
The President of CIMO will brief the Management Group on the main outcomes of the Presidents of Technical Commissions meeting (PTC), WIGOS development and other issues relevant to CIMO.

3. UPDATE ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS OF OTHER WMO ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMMES IMPORTANT FOR CIMO ACTIVITIES
The Meeting will be informed on the latest development of other WMO activities and programmes, such as EC-PORS, WIGOS and its relevance to GFCS; that occurred since CIMO-XV and that are important to CIMO activities and their planning to allow CIMO to make informed decisions while approving the worplans of its expert teams and theme leaders.
4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CIMO WORK PROGRAMMES 

The MG members will present the tentative work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders they are overseeing and present the requirements for the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed. The MG will review in details all work plans, prioritize actions and approve the work plans to ensure appropriate prioritization of activities, according to CIMO and WMO priorities. In case of need, the MG will conduct teleconferences with the relevant ET chairpersons.
The MG will also review the list of actions emerging from CIMO-XV and ensure they were appropriately assigned to the new expert teams and included in the workplans.
4.1 OPAG on Standardization and Intercomparisons

The meeting will review and agree on the work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders of the OPAG on Standardization and Intercomparisons and decide on the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed.

4.2 OPAG on Remote-Sensing and New Technologies

The meeting will review and agree on the work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders of the OPAG on Remote-Sensing and New Technologies and decide on the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed.

4.3 OPAG on Capacity Building

The meeting will review and agree on the work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders of the OPAG on Capacity Building and decide on the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed.

5. ISSUES RELATED TO PLANNING, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT OF COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 

5.1 CIMO Guide

The Meeting will be invited to clarify which expert teams of the new working structure adopted by CIMO-XV are responsible for developing the updates of the different CIMO Guide chapters. The meeting will be informed on the latest developments of the updates of the chapters on “Locating the source of lightning events” and “Satellite observations”.
5.2 Arrangements for TECO 2012

The Meeting will be invited to review and agree on the plans for conducting TECO-2012.
5.3 Management of CIMO Trust Fund

The meeting will be invited to review the status of the CIMO Trust Fund and plans for use of available funds in 2012.

5.4 Other Pertinent Issues

The Meeting will be informed about other pertinent issues related to the Commission, such as the collaboration with HMEI, the plan for publication of IOM reports and the outcome of IPC-XI. The meeting will also be invited to make recommendations as to special activities that should be organized or coordinated by CIMO and to propose tentative timelines for important activities.
6. NOMINATION OF CIMO TESTBEDS AND LEAD CENTRES

The meeting will be invited to review the report of the Task Team for the Evaluation of Testbed and Lead Centre Proposals and to decide on the nomination of new CIMO testbeds and lead centres.

7. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.
8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Friday 8 April 2010, late afternoon.
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