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Update of the Satellite Observations Chapter of the CIMO Guide

	Summary and purpose of document
In response to an action agreed by the Expert Team on Satellite Systems at its fifth meeting (ET-SAT-5, 26-29 April 2010) new material has been developed with the aim to replace the current Chapter on Satellite Observations in the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO Guide, Part II, Chapter 8), which dates back to 1994.

Given the considerable development and diversification of space-based observation capabilities over the past seventeen years, and the increasing importance of space-based observation data for WMO Members, in particular for NWP, for severe weather warning, for Nowcasting, for global climate and environment monitoring, the ET-SAT felt the need to not only update the current Chapter 8 but to expand it substantially. In view of the variety of physical variables that need to be addressed, it is furthermore suggested that a new part (tentatively Part IV) of the CIMO Guide be entirely dedicated to space-based observation. A preliminary draft has been developed and is being submitted to ET-SAT Members for review. Its outline is attached, and the full draft document (163 pages) is available for download at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/meetings/documents/ET-SAT-6_Doc08-1-add.zip .

The objective is to introduce to the fundamental principles and the main features of space-based observation. The document aims at raising the technical awareness of the reader on satellite capabilities, explaining the advantages and limitations of space-based observation, and helping WMO Members to consider the best use of these capabilities as an increasingly important source of observation data. This contribution to the CIMO Guide is meant to complement the Dossier on the Space-based Global Observing System (often designated as the “GOS Dossier”), which provides a more comprehensive inventory of current and planned satellites and instruments, as well as an analysis of the capabilities and gaps in key observations. The GOS Dossier is available for download  ( ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWeb/sat/DossierGOS/)  and is updated at least every year.




ACTION PROPOSED


The CIMO Management Group is invited:

· to consider the proposal to dedicate a new Part of the CIMO Guide to satellite observation

· to provide guidance to ET-SAT that will discuss this issue on 12-15 April 2011.
________________
Proposed Outline for a Future Part IV of the CIMO Guide

 The full draft text (163 pages) is to be downloaded from: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/meetings/documents/ET-SAT-6_Doc08-1-add.zip
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