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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the Session
The Fourth Session of the International Organizing Committee (IOC) for the WMO Solid Precipitation Intercomparison Experiment (SPICE) will open at 08:30 hours on Monday, 17 June 2013, at the Physikalisch-Meteorologisches Observatorium Davos (PMOD), in Davos Dorf, Switzerland.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  
1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only. 
2. REPORT OF THE CHAIR
The Chairperson will report on the progress made since the previous meeting of the IOC (SPICE-IOC-3, Brussels, Belgium, 15 October 2013) and on emerging issues to be addressed by the meeting.

3. REVIEW OF THE FIRST WINTER SEASON

The meeting will review the outcomes of the first winter seasons focusing in particular on issues which were experienced on the different sites and which could affect data quality and data availability. This information will be used later in the meeting when deciding on necessary modifications and clarifications on the overall set-up of the experiment and procedures to be followed to ensure best quality observations are collected on all sites and appropriate coordination and data transfer mechanisms are implemented. A particular focus will be placed on reviewing the performance of the heating of the reference gauges in the various climatic conditions available within SPICE.
4. DATA ANALYSIS

The meeting will be presented with the outcomes of the work of the Data Analysis Team (DAT), in particular on the proposed methodologies to be used for filtering and integration/aggregation of the reference instruments data over various time intervals, on the relationship between the various reference systems (R0 to R3), on the use of precipitation detectors for the validation of precipitation events, as well as on the laboratory testing of the reference instruments. The meeting will be invited to review this work and make recommendations to the DAT on the way forward.

5. SNOW ON THE GROUND

The meeting will be presented with a plan for the derivation of reference observations for snow on the ground measurements based on the preliminary agreed configuration of this part of SPICE. The meeting will be invited to review this proposal and agree on the configuration for the set-up and methodologies to be used to achieve the objectives of SPICE addressing snow on the ground.

6. REVIEW, SELECTION AND APPROVAL OF THE SITES AND INSTRUMENTS

6.1 Review and approval of all site commissioning protocols

The Meeting will be informed about the status of commissioning of all SPICE sites and their compliance with the requirements agreed by the IOC. The meeting will be invited to agree with the list of fully commissioned and compliant sites. It will also be invited to agree on steps needed to ensure compliance of the remaining sites and whether they should remain SPICE sites.

In doing so, the meeting will also review the proposals from the site managers for the siting of the instruments (references, gauges under test provided by the host and by Instrument Providers, ancillary instruments) on their respective testsite. The meeting will so ensure that all the instruments are appropriately located to avoid any interferences between instruments, as well as with the surroundings. The meeting will be invited to confirm the proposals or to make recommendations for modifications, as appropriate.

6.2 Selection of new sites and instruments

The Meeting will be informed on new sites and instruments that were submitted as a reply to the third call for potential participation in SPICE and on any relevant decision taken by the SPICE IOC in regard of these.

The meeting will be invited to review the list of participants in SPICE and the allocation of instruments to sites. It will make change to this list as necessary based on the new proposals and the situation on the sites.
7. PLANNING, SCHEDULING AND COORDINATION OF SPICE

The meeting will review the procedures in place for the conduction of SPICE and make any modification as needed to ensure the SPICE objective can be met by the experiment. This will include the configuration of the reference as well as of the participating instruments and ancillary instruments, heating of the gauges, use of precipitation detectors, data transfer and archival procedures, etc.
8. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.

9. DRAFT REPORT OF THE SESSION

The Meeting will agree on the arrangements for finalizing the report of the session.
10. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Friday 21 June 2013, at 17:00.
__________
