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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the Session
The Fifth Session of the International Organizing Committee (IOC) for the WMO Solid Precipitation Intercomparison Experiment (SPICE) will open at 08:30 hours on Monday, 19 May 2014, at the Sodankyla Arctic Research Center, in Sodankyla, Finland.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  
1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only. 
2. REPORT OF THE CHAIR
The Chairperson will report on the progress made since the previous meeting of the IOC (SPICE-IOC-4, Davos, Switzerland, 17-21 June 2013) and on emerging issues to be addressed by the meeting.

3. SITE COMMISSIONING OVERVIEW
The meeting will be informed about the status of commissioning of all sites. The meeting will be invited to make recommendations for the consideration of the IOC on the status of specific sites, if appropriate. 
4. REPORT ON REFERENCE
The meeting will be informed of the progress made on the report on reference and will be presented with a preliminary version of this report. The meeting will be invited to review it and make recommendations and needed arrangements towards its finalization. 
5. STRATEGY TO ACHIEVE THE PROJECT OBJECTIVES
The meeting will review the contributions from all the team members and site managers concerning the methodologies to be followed to ensure that all the project objectives will be met. This will include aspects related to methodologies to be used, practices followed on the sites, specific lessons learned on all the SPICE sites. The meeting will finally be invited to prepare a workplan and to assign responsibilities for the follow-up on all the decisions taken during the meeting and to ensure that the data analysis, and report writing will be carried out within the expected time-frame.
6. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.

7. DRAFT REPORT OF THE SESSION

The Meeting will agree on the arrangements for finalizing the report of the session.
8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Friday 23 May 2014, at 17:00.
__________
