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	Summary and purpose of document
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Action proposed

The Meeting is invited to take note and comment.
________________
Report of the Chairperson

1. Brief background: The CIMO Task Team on the International Cloud Atlas (TT-ICA) was formed during August 2014, consisting of members with diverse experience in cloud observations, and Secretariat participation and support. The committee is building on the work of the 2013 task team that evaluated the need for a revision and proposed specific steps and changes. The TT-ICA works primarily though individual and small subgroup efforts, with frequent meetings via WebEx. Our last in-person meeting took place October 2014 in Geneva.

2. It was agreed to have a face-to-face meeting of the TT-ICA in Pretoria, South Africa in September 2015. We are indebted to Dr Linda Makuleni , the Permanent Representative of South Africa with WMO, for hosting the meeting, and to TT-ICA member Ms. Colleen Rae for her excellent and thoughtful local planning.

3. Since October 2014 TT-ICA has advanced its work on Work Plan Tasks 1 through 8. About 20 WebEx meetings were conducted to discuss and communicate within the task team. Progress and status of the tasks will be reported by task leads. TT-ICA continues to benefit from invaluable efforts and large time commitments from all members. The Chair greatly appreciates the dedication shown by all Task Team members.
4. Progress was made in all areas. Noteworthy accomplishments were:

· Creation of a web-based image (and video and metadata) submission portal. Building and testing this portal, which was led by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) and guided by the task team, was a monumental effort and WMO is indebted to HKO for this contribution. A related effort, now underway, is to create a web-based environment for team members to evaluate submissions.

· An important milestone was the release of a letter to PRs opening the submission portal for entries.

· The improved Cloud Identification Decision Aid has been finalized.

· The Glossary, a new feature of the revised ICA, has advanced to near completion. It will be finalized after modifications to the body text are completed.

· Details of recommended changes to the cloud classification scheme were finalized. These changes include one additional species, several added supplementary features (including the renowned ‘asperitas’), an additional accessory cloud, and several special clouds. Cloud features associated with severe convective storms were given close attention through the advice of the NOAA National Severe Storms Laboratory.

· Good progress was made toward updated language within the text of Volume I.

· Detailed consideration has been given to the logical sequence of text flow in a web-based format

· Initial consideration has been given to the full linkages of information in the revised ICA, recognizing that it will be used in varied settings and for a variety of purposes.
· Revision of the ICA was a topic discussed at WMO Congress Cg17 (see item 5 below). To increase the visibility of the project and to inform and gain support for it from WMO Members, a series of full size posters was displayed in the foyer during Cg17 and a side event was organized, which featured an excellent presentation by Mr. George Anderson (UKMO) on the need for an updated, web-based ICA. 

5. Summary of outcomes from Cg17: 
· 2.5.10 Congress expressed its appreciation to all Members for the assistance of their experts during the last intersessional period …… in preparatory work towards a new, primarily web-based edition of the International Cloud Atlas;

· 4.2.2.76 Congress was pleased that CIMO has taken steps in developing a new web-based edition of the International Cloud Atlas (ICA) – Manual on the Observation of Clouds and Other Meteors (WMO - No. 407, Volumes I and II) as a WIGOS-related document needed for the operation of NMHSs, particularly in developing countries. This activity will ensure that the ICA remains the world’s authoritative, primary source of cloud classification, will be fully comprehensive and contain the most up-to-date information. Congress urged Members to make experts and resources available for this activity, and to consider developing and/or hosting the ICA web-based version. Congress acknowledged that the update of the International Cloud Atlas would need to be made by correspondence and delegated EC to approve the Atlas and ensure its prompt publication. Congress voiced support to fund that activity under RB to the extent possible within available resources;

· Resolution 27: Instruments and Methods of Observation Programme: (IMOP) 
….. Requests the Secretary General to……

(6)
To provide needed support to update the International Cloud Atlas (WMO-No. 407), Volume I – Manual on the Observation of Clouds and Other Meteors, and Volume II, and to arrange for its publication.

· Resolution 28: Report of CIMO-16: ………….
Recommendation 3 (CIMO-16) – Revision of the International Cloud Atlas (WMO-No.407)

(a) Approves this recommendation;

(b) Recommends Members to support the development of the International Cloud Atlas through voluntary contributions to the CIMO Trust Fund and secondments;

(c) Recommends that other relevant technical commissions collaborate with CIMO, as appropriate;

(d) Recommends that the Secretary-General identify the necessary resources to complete the work.

6. Goals for our meeting this week may be adjusted based on the sense of the group, but expected are:

a. Update all members of our TT on the current status of each activity, and develop a common understanding of how to proceed with our Work Plan, schedule, and commitments going forward.

b. Discuss and make progress on the Volume I text, including any further modernization of language, update of scientific content, and/or changes to the organization (Task 4)

c. Make progress on Image Selection, as time and submissions to date permit (Task 6)

d. Make progress toward a final specification of requirements for building the ICA website, suitable for interaction with a web-designer or implementation programmer (Task 8)

e. Discuss strategy and options for developing and hosting the ICA website

f. Judge the finalists of the Cloud Appreciation Society’s asperitas photo competition
g. Update the Work Plan based on a more thorough understanding of each of the planned tasks

