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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1
Opening of the session

The seventh (reduced) session of the CIMO Expert Team on Surface-Based Instrument Intercomparisons and Calibration Methods (ET) and the second (reduced) session of the International Organizing Committee on Surface-Based Intercomparisons (IOC) will be opened on Monday, 22 June 2009, at 09:30 a.m. at the Mountain Centre of the Italian Airforce (CAAM), Sestola, Italy.
1.2
Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda will be submitted to the meeting for consideration and adoption.

1.3
Working arrangements

The meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the meeting will be held in English.  Mr M. Leroy, the ET and IOC chairman will chair the joint meeting.
2. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN
The ET/IOC chairman will submit a report on the activities carried out since the sixth session, Vigna di Valle, Italy, 15-17 September 2008.

3. FIELD INTERCOMPARISONS OF RAINFALL INTENSITY (RI) GAUGES, IN VIGNA DI VALLE, ITALY

3.1
Review of the Draft Final Report and approval of the Final Report

The Project manager will present the Draft Final Report of the WMO Laboratory Intercomparison of RI Gauges held in Vigna di Valle, Italy, from October 2007 to April 2009. The meeting will be invited to review the report, make necessary adjustments and agree on the Final Report. The meeting will also discuss the data policy, presentation of results and publication of the Final Report.
To optimize the review, the ET/IOC members and manufacturers are invited to provide the chairman and the project manager with written comments to the draft Final Report not later than one week before the beginning of the session. The Draft Final report will be accessible through the CIMO/IMOP website or ftp.
3.2
Proposal for development of a standard on RI measurements under the ISO-WMO working arrangements

A proposal for the development of a standard on RI measurement and related uncertainty will be presented to the meeting. The meeting will be invited to consider the proposal and advise on its suitability for the development of a common ISO-WMO standard.
4. COMBINED INTERCOMPARISON OF THERMOMETER SCREENS/SHIELDS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH HUMIDITY MEASURING INSTRUMENTS, IN VARIOUS CLIMATIC REGIONS
4.1 Review of the status of the Ghardaia intercomparison and preliminary evaluation report

The meeting will be informed about the status of the Ghardaia intercomparison.
A preliminary evaluation report of the Ghardaia intercomparison will be presented to the meeting for review. The meeting will also be invited to agree on the preliminary structure of the final report and advise on the plans for its finalization. This preliminary report is considered to be a necessary step before asking proposals for another intercomparison in artic conditions.
4.2
Planning of the Arctic Intercomparison

The meeting will further specify the organizational aspects proposed by the first and fourth sessions of the ET/IOC related to objectives, date and duration of the intercomparison, condition for participation, data acquisition, processing and analysis methodology, plans for the publication of results, intercomparison rules, and responsibilities of the host and participants.
5. OTHER FUTURE INTERCOMPARISONS
5.1
Report on the evaluation of the questionnaire on solid precipitation
A report on the evaluation of the Questionnaire on Measurement and Observation of Solid Precipitation at Automatic Stations will be presented to the meeting.
5.2 Plans for an intercomparison on solid precipitation including snowfall and snow depth measurements at automatic weather stations
The meeting will be invited to agree on the need for, and timeliness of, an intercomparison of solid precipitation, including snowfall and snow depth measurements at automatic weather stations. The meeting will be invited to address the future organization of the intercomparison, namely the main objectives, place, date and duration of the intercomparison.
5.3 Other proposals of intercomparisons
ET/IOC members are invited to present other proposals of intercomparisons for the next inter-session period. The meeting will be invited to advise on the urgency and priority of these proposals.
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Under this agenda item, the members will be invited to discuss issues brought forward by participants at the meeting.
6.1
Proposal for the realization of a CIMO Test Bed on precipitation
A proposal for the realization of a CIMO test-bed on precipitation (Project, location, TORs) will be presented to the meeting.
7. DRAFT REPORT OF THE SESSION
The meeting will review and agree on the draft Report of the Session. Members of ET and IOC are expected to provide their written inputs for the Final Report of the Session to the chair of the joint meeting and to the WMO Secretariat representative.

8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
It is expected to close the meeting on Saturday, 27 June 2009, at 12:30.
_____________________


