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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN
(Submitted by Mr Karl-Heinz Klapheck, Chairperson of ET-ST&MT)

________________________________________________________________
Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the purpose, scope and activities carried out by the Expert Team on Surface Technology and Measurement Techniques since its establishment.
________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to note and comment on the information contained in the report and take actions on the issues raised, as appropriate.

____________

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN


At CIMO XIV conference (December 2006) the decision was made to continue with the work of the Expert Team ‚Surface Measurements & Measurement Technology (ET SM&MT) established at CIMO XIII within the Open Programme Group (OPAG) ‚Surface‘. At CIMO XIV the Terms of Reference (TORs) for the ET SM&MT were updated and prioritized: 13 TORs were formulated and the priority of treating them was found by the voting of an ad hoc group.

The TORs and their ranking can be seen on the CIMO website.

On the meeting of the Management Group (MG) immediately following CIMO XIV, eight members including the chairman for the ET SM&MT were selected from the nominations of the national weather services.

At the beginning of 2007 the chairman got the instruction from MG to draw up a working plan for the ET, regarding the priorities, and formulating tasks which are related to the TORs for the ET. It was not possible to start on each TOR formulated at CIMO XIV. The tasks were assigned to the different members of the ET. The members agreed to the plan and the plan was then presented to the MG and in March 2007 it was accepted by the MG.

At the MG meeting December 2006, the decision also was to arrange the meeting of the ETSM&MT in the 3rd quarter of 2008 because of financial reasons, though an earlier date would have been desirable to jointly work out the program of the ET. Still the actual date of the meeting seems to be acceptable; we have half-time of the CIMO session. There is enough time to complete and to correct the tasks which have already begun. At first Hamburg was proposed for the site of the meeting, but from certain reasons it seemed to be more advantageous to hold the meeting at WMO in Geneva.

Activities ran out in answering by e-mail to different questions concerning measurement technique, as for instance comments for ‘The vision of the GEOSS’, on pressure reduction formula and on automatic snow measurements, etc. The chairman encourages all members to have a share in commenting such questions and to have no restraint and to keep the others informed. This group is a pool where special knowledge of measurement technology is concentrated and this could be the ‘power’ of this ET. (This ET differs from the other ETs in the OPAG Surface by the variety of themes. ET A.2 has actually two themes of the precipitation field comparison and the temperature/humidity field comparison but all the troubles to conduct them. ET A.3 has the only one compact theme of radiation).

The chairman was invited to participate at the CBS ET AWOS meeting in May 2008, but he could not be present because lack of time. 

This meeting should demonstrate the status of work that has begun, that is running and work that is finished. The ET should find possible retracement for the running work, should take in stimulations from other participants at this meeting especially harmonize the activities with the CBS ET ‘AWOS’. On this note the chairman is confident that the meeting will be successful.
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