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TRAINING WORKSHOP ON UPPER-AIR OBSERVATIONS IN PARALLEL WITH INTERCOMPARISON BETWEEN RDF AND GPS SYSTEMS, EGYPT
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)
_________________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains the information about the plan of the Egyptian Meteorological Authority to organize a Training Workshop on Upper-Air observations in parallel with Intercomparison between RDF and GPS systems.
_________________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to take into account the information provided by the Egyptian Meteorological Authority and advise on procedures as requested.
Reference: Abridged final report with resolutions, Fourteenth session of Regional Association I, 
                    2007 (WMO-No. 1022)
TRAINING WORKSHOP ON UPPER-AIR OBSERVATIONS IN PARALLEL WITH INTERCOMPARISON BETWEEN RDF AND GPS SYSTEMS, EGYPT, 2009
Background
The XIV-RA I, 2007, requested the Secretary-General to strengthen the capacities of Members in observing practices and calibration of instruments through VCP projects addressing the calibration of instruments and through Training Workshops on Upper-Air Observations and Training Workshops on Metrology and Calibrations. 

The National Meteorological Service of Egypt expressed its willingness to host and organize such a workshop for the English-speaking countries in parallel with an intercomparison of RDF and GPS systems.
M.I.Refaie, Director General of Upper-Air Stations, NMS of Egypt, requested the WMO Secretariat to advise the NMS on organizing the above-mentioned workshop and intercomparison. In his request, he made proposals for the main objectives, place, date of the event, condition for participation, and responsibilities of the host as follows:
1) Main Objectives:
· Improve skills of participants for the RA I English speaking countries (and others countries if possible) in the field of Upper-Air measurement using RDF &GPS systems;   

· Make an intercomparison between the RDF and GPS systems according to “Guidelines for organizing radiosonde intercomparison and for the establishment of test sites” CIMO Guide, Seventh Edition Part 1 Chapter 12 Annex 12C. 

2) Place: Mersa Matrouh Upper-Air station in  Mersa Matrouh City (NW of Egypt) 

3) Date and Duration: 1st week of Oct 2009, for one or two weeks max.

4) Condition for Participation: Upper air observers 

5) Responsibilities of the host: 

· Accommodations only for 20 participants at least in our private building in Mersa Matrouh; 

· Prepare the site with all necessary required Hydrogen generator;                                                                 

· Prepare the internet connection.
The ET-UASI-3 is invited to consider the offer of the National Meteorological Service of Egypt to host above-mentioned training workshop and intercomparison taking available resources and priorities into account and to advise on organizing procedures as requested.
