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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1 Opening of the Session
The Fifth Session of the International Organizing Committee (IOC) for Upper-air Instruments Intercomparison will open at 09:00 hours on Tuesday, 29 March 2011, at the MeteoSwiss Aerological Station in Payerne, Switzerland.

1.2 Adoption of the Agenda

The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  

1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  It is planned that participants will have the opportunity to discuss special concerns with project team members individually in case of need during the coffee and lunch breaks. The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only.
2. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON
The IOC Chairman will provide an overview of the work done since the intercomparison campaign on the analysis of the results and preparation of the report.
3. 8th WMO INTERCOMPARISON OF HIGH QUALITY RADIOSONDE SYSTEMS 
3.1 Presentation of the Final Report
The methodology used for the analysis and the main results of the intercomparison will be presented to the participants for both parts of the intercomparison: the Quality Radiosonde Systems (QRS) and the Scientific Sounding Instruments (SSI).
3.2 Review and Approval of the Final Report
The meeting will be invited to discuss the Final report, make necessary adjustments and agree on the Final version of the report. Participants in the meeting are invited to provide the chairperson with written comments to the Draft Final Report not later than by 25 March 2011. The comments submitted in writing prior to the meeting will be given priority during the discussion.

3.3 Data Policy
The meeting will also review the data policy, in particular concerning the intercomparison database that could be made public for further studies. 
3.4 Publication of the Final Report

The meeting will review the plans for the publication of the final report.
4. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE INTERCOMPARISONS 
The meeting will discuss the need for and make recommendations for future WMO upper-air systems intercomparisons, including the Regional/National radiosonde comparisons as a follow-up of the 8th WMO Intercomparison of High Quality Radiosonde Systems.
5. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.
6. DRAFT REPORT OF THE SESSION 
The meeting will agree on the arrangements for the finalization of the draft Report of the Session. 
7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Thursday 31 March 2011, late afternoon.
__________
