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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1
Opening of the meeting

The third session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation ad hoc Working Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) Pilot Project will open at 09:00 hours on Thursday, 8 October 2009, at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

1.2
Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda will be submitted to the meeting for consideration and adoption.
1.3
Working arrangements for the session
The meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the meeting will be held in English. 
2. BACKGROUND ON WIGOS AND ON THE CIMO PILOT PROJECT ON WIGOS
The meeting will be informed about the development of the WMO Integrated Observing System (WIGOS) and about the CIMO Pilot Project on WIGOS. This information will provide the base for the work of the meeting in view of developing a classification of surface observing stations as a contribution to WIGOS.
The meeting will also be informed on the work on a proposal for a framework for the standardization (instrument and QMF) of the WIGOS surface-based component which will be submitted to the Executive Council Working Group on WIGOS and WIS - Subgroup on WIGOS. 

3. CLASSIFICATION OF SURFACE OBSERVING STATIONS WITHIN WIGOS
The meeting will be informed of two proposals, one for a siting classification of surface observing stations and another for maintained performance classification of surface observing stations. The participants are invited to review the proposed classifications beforehand and bring their comments and suggestions of change to the meeting. The meeting will then be invited to review the draft proposals and comments, and develop and agree on a final version in view of submitting it to WMO Members for their approval to include it in the WMO regulatory material. The meeting will also be invited to recommend in which document this standard should be published and whether it would be beneficial to develop a common ISO-WMO document out of this classification.
3.1 Siting Classification of Surface Observing Stations
The meeting will be invited to review the draft proposals of the Siting Classification of Surface Observing Stations and to agree on a final version of this classification.
3.2 Maintained Performance Classification of Surface Observing Stations

The meeting will be invited to review the draft proposals of the maintained Performance Classification of Surface Observing Stations and to agree on a final version of this classification.

4. ANY OTHER BUSSINESS
The meeting may consider other issues proposed by the participants to the session.
5. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

It is expected to close the meeting on Friday, 9 October 2009, late afternoon.
_______________

