Cg-XIV and EC-LV

Extracts from the abridged final report of Fourteenth Congress (Cg-XIV/PINK 3.1.2)

Future WMO information system

3.1.2.7 Congress noted that the current WMO information systems had been developed to meet a diverse set of requirements.  The principal system was the GTS along with the related data management functions that had been developed to serve the WWW for the exchange of real-time high-priority data.  Other information systems had been developed to meet the needs of other Programmes and Commissions.  Congress recognized that the multiplicity of systems operated for different Programmes had, however, resulted in incompatibilities, inefficiencies, duplication of effort and higher overall costs for Members.  A further uncoordinated development would exacerbate those problems and would isolate the WMO Programmes from the wider environmental community.

3.1.2.8 Congress supported the views and conclusions of CBS that an overarching approach was required: a single coordinated global infrastructure, the Future WMO Information System (FWIS).  The FWIS would be used for the collection and sharing of information for all WMO and related international programmes.  The FWIS vision provided a common roadmap to guide the orderly evolution of the information system functions performed by current WMO Programmes into an integrated system that met efficiently all of the requirements of Members for the relevant international environmental information. Congress noted that the FWIS concept was consistent with the WWW structure, and would identify the global, regional and national levels. It also noted that the information and communication responsibilities of existing WWW and other WMO Programme centres could be mapped into the corresponding functions within the FWIS.  Noting that NMHSs spanned a range of responsibilities and capabilities, the FWIS would provide a flexible and extensible structure that would allow NMHSs to enhance their capabilities as their national and international responsibilities grew.

3.1.2.9 Congress emphasized that the implementation of FWIS should build upon the most successful components of existing WMO information systems in an evolutionary process.  It stressed that the FWIS development should pay special attention to a smooth and coordinated transition.  In particular, the FWIS would build upon the GTS with respect to the requirements for highly reliable delivery of time-critical data and products, and the Improved MTN would be the basis for the core communication network. Taking into account that information systems technology was evolving rapidly, and strengthening further the current trend of the current GTS development, FWIS should utilize international industry standards for protocols, hardware and software.  Use of those standards should reduce costs and would facilitate capacity building and allow exploitation of the wide range of modern data-communication services, including the ubiquitous Internet and Web services. Pilot projects and prototypes would play an essential role in the further development of the FWIS.  Congress noted with appreciation the development of the Virtual GISC prototype being undertaken by RTHs Bracknell, Offenbach and Toulouse in association with the ECMWF and EUMETSAT; the outcome of related studies would be shared on dedicated Web pages, that would be notified through the CBS Newsletter.

3.1.2.10 Congress emphasized that, as the objectives of the FWIS was to support the information exchange requirements of all WMO Programmes, the comprehensive requirements as regarded information types and volumes, timeliness, sources and users, security, etc., needed to be taken into account to consolidate the FWIS concept, and to develop design and implementation plans.  Congress requested CBS to pursue the further development of the FWIS towards the refinement and consolidation of the concept and then the design and implementation planning phases.  It noted that, since all WMO Programmes stood to benefit, each should actively participate and contribute its own expertise and resources in all phases of the development of the FWIS.  Congress emphasized that the support and involvement of many members of the WMO community, including especially regional associations and technical commissions, was needed, as early as possible, in all phases of the FWIS development in order to ensure a full and shared ownership of the project, and its effective implementation.  Congress also emphasized that the forthcoming World Summit on the Information Society (Geneva, December 2003 and Tunis, 2005) would be an important opportunity for strengthening information and communication development of interest for NMHSs and WMO (see item 9.1).
3.1.2.11 Congress considered the outcome of the study on policy-level implications of the FWIS that had been requested by the Executive Council.  Congress noted the impact on Members' responsibilities and resources and other policy aspects that were identified by the study, as summarized in Annex xxx to this paragraph.  In conclusion, Congress agreed that the impact of the FWIS on Members' responsibilities and resources appeared to be commensurable with the development that would be anyhow needed to face the general evolution of information and communication technologies and of Members' requirements.  Congress was of the opinion that the benefit expected from the FWIS should outweigh the efforts and resources needed for its development and implementation.  It requested the Executive Council and CBS as well as the other technical commissions involved in the FWIS development to give particular attention to the impact on Members' responsibilities and resources and the policy aspects, with a view to optimizing the overall FWIS functionality and efficiency.
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Extracts from the abridged final report of Executive Council-LV (EC-LV /PINK 4(3))

4.x
Concerning development and implementation of the Future WMO Information System, the Council requested the president of CBS to pursue the further development of the FWIS towards the refinement and consolidation of the concept and then the design and implementation planning phases. In that regard, the comprehensive information exchange requirements of all WMO Programmes as regarded information types and volumes, timeliness, sources and users, security, etc., needed to be taken into account. The Council stressed that the FWIS development should pay special attention to a smooth and coordinated transition. It emphasized that the support and involvement of regional associations and technical commissions was needed, as early as possible, in all phases of the FWIS development in order to ensure a full and shared ownership of the project, and its effective implementation. 
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