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ENGLISH


WORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIETY

(Submitted by the Secretariat)
	Summary and the Purpose of the Document

The document provides information on the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).



ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to review the information presented in the document.

DISCUSSION
World Summit on the Information Society

1.
Recognising the need to harness synergies and to create cooperation among the various information and communication technologies initiatives for development, the UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 56/183, which endorsed the holding of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in two phases. The first phase took place in Geneva hosted by the Government of Switzerland from 10 to 12 December 2003 and the second phase will take place in Tunis hosted by the Government of Tunisia, from 16 to 18 November 2005.The URL of the WSIS site is http://www.itu.int/wsis/
 Geneva (2003) Phase of the WSIS

2.
The Geneva Phase of the WSIS addressed the broad range of themes concerning the Information Society and adopted a Declaration of Principles and a Plan of Action. The WMO Secretariat participated in the preparation of the Geneva Phase and in the Geneva Phase of Summit, in particular as a member of the WSIS High-Level Summit Organizing Committee (HLSOC). The two following major issues are pending and should be further considered during the Tunis phase: the Internet governance and the establishment of the digital solidarity fund.

3.
The following quotations from the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action adopted by the World Summit are relevant to WMO (bold fonts are added to the original text):

· Quotation from paragraph 7 of the Declaration of Principles

7) Information Communication Technology (ICT) applications: benefits in all aspects of life

51. The usage and deployment of ICTs should seek to create benefits in all aspects of our daily life. ICT applications are potentially important in government operations and services, health care and health information, education and training, employment, job creation, business, agriculture, transport, protection of environment and management of natural resources, disaster prevention, and culture, and to promote eradication of poverty and other agreed development goals. ICTs should also contribute to sustainable production and consumption patterns and reduce traditional barriers, providing an opportunity for all to access local and global markets in a more equitable manner. Applications should be user-friendly, accessible to all, affordable, adapted to local needs in languages and cultures, and support sustainable development. To this effect, local authorities should play a major role in the provision of ICT services for the benefit of their populations

/…/

· Quotation from paragraph C7 of the Plan of Action

C7. Information Communication Technology (ICT) applications: benefits in all aspects of life

ICT applications can support sustainable development, in the fields of public administration, business, education and training, health, employment, environment, agriculture and science within the framework of national e-strategies. This would include actions within the following sectors

/.../

20. E-environment

a) Governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders are encouraged to use and promote ICTs as an instrument for environmental protection and the sustainable use of natural resources.

b) Government, civil society and the private sector are encouraged to initiate actions and implement projects and programmes for sustainable production and consumption and the environmentally safe disposal and recycling of discarded hardware and components used in ICTs.

c) Establish monitoring systems, using ICTs, to forecast and monitor the impact of natural and man-made disasters, particularly in developing countries, LDCs and small economies.

/.../

22. E-science

a) Promote affordable and reliable high-speed Internet connection for all universities and research institutions to support their critical role in information and knowledge production, education and training, and to support the establishment of partnerships, cooperation and networking between these institutions.

b) Promote electronic publishing, differential pricing and open access initiatives to make scientific information affordable and accessible in all countries on an equitable basis.

c) Promote the use of peer-to-peer technology to share scientific knowledge and pre-prints and reprints written by scientific authors who have waived their right to payment.

d) Promote the long-term systematic and efficient collection, dissemination and preservation of essential scientific digital data, for example, population and meteorological data in all countries.

e) Promote principles and metadata standards to facilitate cooperation and effective use of collected scientific information and data as appropriate to conduct scientific research.

/…/

4.
The WMO Secretariat informed the WMO Members of the outcomes of the Geneva Phase through the WMO letter No W/SY/DM –PR-6023 dated 16 May 2004. 

5.
EC-LVI was pleased to note the participation of the Secretariat in the Geneva Phase of the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS), in particular as a member of the High-Level Summit Organizing Committee (HLSOC).  The Council noted with satisfaction that the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action adopted by the Geneva Phase included themes and action relevant to the WMO Programmes, in particular as regards natural disasters. The Council invited the Secretary-General to pursue the active involvement of WMO in the WSIS for the preparation of WSIS-II.  The Council invited all Members to liaise with their respective relevant authorities in order to ensure that the parts of the Plan of Action relevant to the WMO Programmes were supported at the national levels of the Summit preparatory process.

Preparation of the Tunis (2005) Phase of the WSIS

6.
The preparation of the Tunis Phase entails a process of monitoring and evaluation of the progress of feasible actions laid out in the Geneva Plan of action and a concrete set of deliverables that must be achieved by the time the Summit meets again in Tunis in November 2005. Efforts are now being made to put the Plan of Action into motion and working groups are being set up to find solutions and reach agreements in the fields of Internet governance and financing mechanisms. These working groups will provide inputs to the second phase of WSIS in Tunis. The WMO Secretariat will participate in the preparation of the Tunis Phase as a member of the HLSOC. The Secretariat submitted the following planned activity/project as part of the follow-up to the Geneva Phase:

	Planned activity/Project
	Description and dates of implementation

	To support the following theme for the Tunis phase of the WSIS: The information society for disaster reduction 


	To organise a WSIS thematic meeting on “ICT applications in natural disaster reduction” during the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (Kobe, 18-22 January 2005)


	Further development of the Future WMO Information System (FWIS)


	Study of the use of ISO 19100 series of standards for the FWIS in 2004/2005

Further implementation of cost/effective telecommunication services (e.g. managed data communication services, Internet, satellite systems) in 2004/2005


