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4.3 Information system and services, including telecommunications, data management and operational information service (agenda item 4.3)

…………


Future WMO Information System

4.3.6 The Association noted that Congress endorsed the concept of the Future WMO Information System (FWIS), as an overarching approach to meet information exchange requirements of all WMO Programmes.  Congress requested CBS to pursue the further development of the FWIS, while emphasizing that all WMO Programmes and technical commissions should actively participate and contribute its own expertise and resources in all phases of the development of the FWIS.  It also noted that the Executive Council established an Inter-Commission Coordination Group on the FWIS.

4.3.7 The implementation of FWIS should build upon the most successful components of existing WMO information systems in an evolutionary, smooth and coordinated process.  In particular, the FWIS would build upon the GTS with respect to the requirements for highly reliable delivery of time-critical data and products.  The Association noted that actual development and implementation of FWIS was pursued through a gradual introduction and evaluation of enabling technologies through pilots and prototypes.  It was of the view that the Region should play an active role in the further development and planning of FWIS, with a view to taking early benefits for all WMO Programmes at the regional level.


Global Earth Observing System of Systems-GEOSS

4.3.8 The Association noted the current development of the Global Earth Observing System of Systems - GEOSS, including the draft 10-year implementation plan.   It supported that the WMO Information systems, in particular the GTS and the FWIS, that were a unique global data exchange system for meteorological and related Earth observations, should play a leading role in the GEOSS development. 
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