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4.3 Information system and services (ISS), including telecommunications and data management (agenda item 4.3)

…………

WMO Information System (WIS)

4.3.13
The WMO Information System includes the concepts of Global Information System Centres (GISCs) to replace the roles of the RTHs.  The United Kingdom, France and Germany, in cooperation with EUMETSAT and ECMWF, were developing the concept of a virtual GISC (VGISC) in Region VI as a WIS pilot project.  An ad-hoc group comprising representatives from the three countries and the two organizations was working to develop such a system, in particular through the European SIMDAT project.  A ‘Proof of Concept’ VGISC was demonstrated at the thirteenth session of CBS (St Petersburg, 23 February–3 March 2005) and a similar demonstration was given at the session of the Regional Association. 

4.3.14
The Association agreed that the following requirements should be taken into account in the development of the WIS:

· A reduction of costs when exchanging data and products;

· A coordinated transition plan for all of the NMCs/NMHSs to the WIS;

· Preparation and timely provision to NMCs/NMHSs of regulating documents, instructive materials, etc. on the matters of the transition and operation in the WIS;

· Reliability and invariance in receiving data and products in the WIS;

· Provision of technical and technological assistance to the NMCs/NMHSs who need it when moving to the WIS.

4.3.15
The Association recalled that EC-LVII had decided to accelerate the development of WIS with the aim of beginning the operation of some WIS components already in 2006 instead of 2008.  It noted with appreciation the progress made in the development of the VGISC.  It asked its WG-PIW to keep under review the development of the WIS, in particular the VGISC, with respect to the requirements of the Region.

4.3.16
The Association noted that the European Union had launched the INSPIRE initiative for organizing the availability, interoperability and access rights to spatial data and metadata, encompassing meteorological and related data.  The eventual implementing rules of the INSPIRE directive will include harmonized data specifications and data exchange arrangements.  It noted the action taken by NMHSs in the regions through EUMETNET and EUMETSAT.  The WMO Secretary-General recalled to the European Commission that the management of meteorological information have been and continue to be carried out by the NMHSs through policies, guidance, mechanism, and infrastructure agreed to and implemented by Members of WMO.  The Association agreed that the involvement of the meteorological community in the process of the elaboration of the directive under consideration was of critical importance.  The president of the Regional Association had agreed that the UK Met Office represents the Regional Association VI in the INSPIRE work programmes.  The Association requested its WG-PIW to keep under review the development of the INSPIRE initiative.
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