	 
	
	


WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

_________________________

 INTER-COMMISSION COORDINATION GROUP ON THE FUTURE WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM

FIRST SESSION

GENEVA, 12-14 JANUARY 2005
COORDINATION MECHANISMS FOR THE FWIS DEVELOPMENT & FUTURE ACTIVITIES

· Consultant to compile and consolidate a document on the data exchange and data management requirements of WMO Programmes, which should be met by the FWIS, through interaction with the respective TC representatives in the ICG-FWIS.  The consultant will also address the mapping, with respect to information and communications components, of the current and future structure of WMO Programmes to the functional components of FWIS (i.e. NCs, DCPCs and GISCs functions).  The TCs’ replies to the questionnaire on their programme(s) information exchange requirements will be used as background material. ICG-FWIS TC representatives should prepare for contributing information to the consultant.  They are also expected to make sure, before the next ICG-FWIS meeting, that the document content is consistent with their TCs Programme strategy and plans.



Target date for deliverable: July 2005

· Proactive promotion of the awareness of FWIS in WMO bodies sessions, including TCs and RAs by a systematic inclusion as an agenda item, and by adequate presentation in conferences and various events (e.g. AMS, EMS, etc.).  Each TC representative will take appropriate action within his TC in this respect.
· Implementation of a dedicated FWIS Web page on the WMO Web site, with a pointer on the WMO main page.  The FWIS Web page to include basic references, including the “Future WMO Information System concept” (Kuala Lumpur, 2003), The Future WMO Information System, (Prof. Geerd-R. Hoffmann, February 2004) and a slide presentation.  These basic documents will be kept updated to reflect the progress in FWIS plans.

· ICG-FWIS members requested to review these documents and provide specific comments for revisions by end March 2005. ICG-FWIS chair will coordinate and consolidate revision of document by end May 2005.

· ICG-FWIS strongly supports the establishment and activities of TCs’ Expert Team that are relevant to FWIS (data-management, metadata, XML, data-exchange and comm., etc.).  In particular, it supports the proposed CBS Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation, Expert Team on FWIS GISCs and DCPCs and Expert Team on FWIS/GTS Communication Techniques and Structure.  The cooperation and coordination between corresponding TCs’ Expert Teams is of prime importance.  The cross-participation/involvement of experts between corresponding TCs’ Expert Teams is strongly encouraged to facilitate consistent and rapid progress.
· Metadata aspects are crucial for the FWIS development, and should be quickly consolidated. fully endorsed the WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard. TCs are invited to develop and contribute WMO metadata extensions specific to their respective WMO Programmes, and ICG-FWIS recommended that the TC focal points on metadata be members of the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation.  Pilot projects on Metadata implementation, including translators for various programme data sets, to be actively pursued (e.g. NCAR/VGISC, Roshydromet Cliware project)
· Further development of current FWIS-related Pilot Project, and launch of new Pilot projects (CAS, CAgM).  The CBS/ET-GISC+DCPC is requested to identify and list the recognized projects contributing to FWIS.

· Recommendation for organizing a workshop on metadata, jointly with CBS/IPET-Metadata, by September 2005

· Recommendation for organizing a workshop on GISC development, jointly with CBS/ET-GISC&DCPC, by end 2005

· Next session of ICG-FWIS 24-28 October 2005, Boulder, USA; Recommended participation of the chairs of the most relevant TCs’ Teams as experts, including CBS IPET-Metadata, and ET-FWIS/GTS Com Structure.

· Technical Conference on FWIS to be held jointly with CBS-Ext. 2006

· Recommendation to rename FWIS as WIS “the WMO Information System”

