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ENGLISH only


PROVISIONAL AGENDA and EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
1.1 Opening of the meeting

The second session of the ICG-WIS will open at 9.30 hours on Monday, 24 October 2005 at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), Boulder, Colorado, USA.
1.2
Adoption of the agenda

The session will be invited to adopt the agenda of the session.

1.3
Working arrangements

The Group will agree on the organization of its work including working hours.  The session will work in English, and the documentation will be in English only.  Participants are invited to contribute working papers under relevant items and to send these contributions to the WMO Secretariat via electronic mail, preferably in MSWord or PowerPoint format, to Jean-Michel Rainer (jmrainer@wmo.int).  The documentation will be available on the WMO server under: http://www.wmo.int/web/www/ISS/ICG-WIS-II/documents.html
2. REVIEW OF RELEVANT DECISIONS OF EC-LVII AND OUTCOME OF REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND TECHNICAL COMMISSIONS

The session will note the decisions made and guidance given by EC-LVII that are relevant to its work.  It will also review the relevant outcome from sessions of Regional Associations, i.e. XIV-RA IV (April 2005), XIV-RA VI (September 2005), and of Technical Commissions, including CBS-XIII (February 2005), JCOMM-II (September 2005). 

3. REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE WIS

The session will review the status of the WIS development, especially pilot projects, including WMO Metadata standards and data cataloguing. It will review the outcome of relevant expert meetings, in particular the Workshop on Metadata, jointly with CBS/Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI) (Beijing, 26-30 September 2005) and the CBS/Expert Team on WIS GISCs and DCPCs (ET-WISC) (Geneva, 11-14 October 2005).
4. DATA EXCHANGE AND DATA MANAGEMENT COMPONENTS OF WMO PROGRAMMES

4(a)
Data exchange and data management requirements

4(b)
Current status and future development of data exchange and data management components of WMO Programmes 

The WIS is an overarching approach to meet information exchange requirements of all WMO Programmes and aiming at the sharing of highly valuable data between various programmes. The implementation of WIS should build upon the most successful components of existing WMO information systems in an evolutionary process.  In this regard, the Group will consolidate for each WMO Programme:

(a) The data exchange and data management requirements as regards information types and volumes, routine or ad-hoc, timeliness, sources and users, security, metadata, cataloguing, etc., at present and for the foreseeable future, which should be met by the WIS;

(b) The current status of implementation and structure of the respective data exchange and data management components, as well as related future plans and development.  The Group will consolidate the mapping, with respect to information and communications components, of the current and future structure of WMO Programmes to the functional components of WIS (i.e. NCs, DCPCs and GISCs functions) to ensure a smooth and coordinated transition from existing systems.

5. WIS DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION

The Group is invited to consolidate a project framework required for supporting the development of the WIS implementation, including milestones for the key WIS components (e.g. GISC, DCPC, Datacommunication networks) and for key Pilot Projects that would be critical for the WIS implementation and for the participation of relevant WMO Programmes.  It will review the forthcoming relevant events (expert meetings, workshops, etc.) and Programmes’ activities that should contribute to the WIS development with a view to facilitating an effective development and planning of WIS. It is also invited to comment the preliminary draft WIS activities plan for the 2006-2007 period and for the next WMO financial programme 2008-2011 with a view to fostering WIS development and implementation.
6. WIS TECHNICAL CONFERENCE IN CONJUNCTION WITH CBS-EXT.(06) 

The Group is invited to address the preparation of the technical conference on the WMO Information System be held in association with the Extraordinary session of CBS in 2006 (3rd quarter), taking into account the guidance and decisions taken by the CBS Management Group.
7. FUTURE ACTIVITIES

The Group is invited to plan its future activities with a view to fulfilling its tasks, including its reporting to the forthcoming Presidents of Technical Commissions Meeting (January 2006) and to the Executive Council (June 2006).  

