Our ref.: 
WWW/SY/T.5-TECO-WIS
GENEVA, 31 July 2006
Annexes:
2 (available in English only)
Subject:
WMO Technical Conference on the WMO Information System (TECO-WIS), Seoul, Republic of Korea, 6 to 8 November 2006
Action required: 
1.
To distribute the announcement to interested parties


2.
To consider donating financial contributions to TECO-WIS, as appropriate


3. 
To submit the completed TECO-WIS Registration Form to the WMO Secretariat at your earliest convenience, preferably before 4 September 2006
Sir/MadamDear 
, 

The WMO Executive Council, at its fifty-eighth session (Geneva, June 2006) fully endorsed the organization of a WMO Technical Conference on the WMO Information System (TECO-WIS).  The Conference will be held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, from 6 to 8 November 2006, immediately preceding the Extraordinary Session (2006) of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) to be convened in Seoul, from 9 to 16 November 2006.

The WMO Information System (WIS) is an overarching approach for a single coordinated global infrastructure for the collection, distribution, retrieval of and access to data and information of all WMO and related Programes.

The Conference will provide a forum for exchanging information on the latest developments in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) building blocks for the WIS, including pilot projects and relevant systems and services from the Industry.  It will also provide a live demonstration of the “Global Information System Centre” prototype.  TECO-WIS will highlight the cross-cutting functionalities of the WIS for all WMO Programmes and will review the WIS value and benefits for the current and potential user communities.

To: Permanent Representatives (or Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services) of Members of WMO (PR-6221)


Director-General of ASECNA


Director-General of EUMETSAT


Director of ECMWF


Director of CTBTO


Director of ISDR


Executive Secretary of IOC


Executive Secretary of WSIS


Secretary-General of ITU


Secretary-General of IAEA


Director of GEO Secretariat

cc:
Hydrological Advisers to Permanent Representatives



Presidents of WMO Technical Commissions (for information)
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The Conference is organized for participants from a wide audience, including Information Technology experts from NMHSs, Space Agencies and other Institutions, members of CBS and other WMO Technical Commissions, representatives of relevant International Organizations, users from various communities interested in weather, water and climate and other related environmental data and products and representatives from the ICT Industry.

The Conference is planned to be conducted in English only.  The provisional programme for the Conference, is attached for your information as Annex I.  The provisional programme includes potential lecturers, who have been identified by the Intercommission Coordination Group on WIS (ICG-WIS) and the CBS Management Group.  I should like to invite you to consider the possible participation of the proposed lecturers from your country.  Facilities for poster presentations will be made available and it is foreseen to organize a parallel exhibition of relevant systems by manufacturers.  Detailed information on the programme and local arrangements will be provided on the WMO Website.

A Conference Committee, co-chaired by Prof. G.-R. Hoffmann, vice-president of CBS and chair of ICG-WIS, and by Dr P. Shi, chair of CBS/OPAG-ISS, is responsible for the organization of the Conference, with the assistance of the Secretariat.

I would be most grateful to you for announcing the Conference on WIS both within your Service and to suitable audiences in your country.  Participants are invited to complete the registration form provided as Annex II, to be returned to the WMO Secretariat preferably before 4 September 2006.  There are only very limited funds available for the organization of TECO-WIS, including the provision of financial support to participants.  I should therefore like to urge you to meet the travel and per diem expenses of the participants from your Service.

As noted by the Executive Council, extrabudgetary resources are needed to support TECO-WIS, and the number of participants from developing countries will depend primarily on available funds.  To facilitate the broadest participation possible, WMO is therefore seeking financial support from sponsors and donors and would welcome offers.

I look forward to your collaboration and support to TECO-WIS for the benefit of WMO Members.  Thank you for your continued support to the activities and Programmes of WMO.
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Yours faithfully,

(Hong Yan)


for the Secretary-General

W O R L D   M E T E O R O L O G I C A L   O R G A N I Z A T I O N

======================================================

WWW/SY/T.5-TECO-WIS, ANNEX II
TECHNICAL CONFERENCE ON THE WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM 

(TECO-WIS) 
Seoul, Republic of Korea, 6-8 November ‏2006

REGISTRATION FORM

(available in English only)

1.
Member country:
_____________________________________________

2.
Family Name:  Prof., Dr, Mr, Mrs, Ms1
_____________________________________________


First Name:
_____________________________________________

3.
Service / Institute / Organization
_____________________________________________

4.
Address:
____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________

5.
Telephone:
________________________________________


E-mail:
________________________________________


Telefax:
________________________________________

6.
I intend2 to participate in TECO-WIS
□

and to present (a) paper(s)3

□
Place: _________________
Date:
___________
_______________________________________





Signature of the participant
______________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Financial support is requested for2

Travel
□
Per diem    □
Place: _________________
Date:
___________
_______________________________________




Signature of the Permanent Representative4

______________________________________________________________________________________

The completed form has to be returned to reach the WMO Secretariat not later than 4 September 2006, to the following address:


ATTENTION WWW/ISS


World Meteorological Organization


P.O. Box 2300, CH-1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland


Fax.:  +41 (0) 22 730 8128

_________

1  
Underline the appropriate

2  
Tick “ √ “ the appropriate box(es)

3  
If “box” is ticked, the participant has verified that the paper was accepted for presentation

4 
Signature of the Permanent Representative of the country concerned with WMO is only required if financial support is requested for the expert’s participation










