Our ref.: 
WWW/SY/T.5-TECO-WIS
GENEVA, 21 August 2006
Annex:  1
Subject:
WMO Technical Conference on the WMO Information System (TECO-WIS), Seoul, Republic of Korea, 6 to 8 November 2006
Action invited:    1.  To consider the participation of your Company to TECO-WIS and to the associated exhibition



 2.  To inform the WMO Secretariat at your earliest convenience, preferably before 15 September 2006

Sir/MadamDear 
, 

The World Meteorological Organization is organizing, with the cooperation of the Korean Meteorological Administration, a WMO Technical Conference on the WMO Information System (TECO-WIS) which will be held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, from 6 to 8 November 2006, immediately preceding the Extraordinary Session (2006) of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) to be convened in Seoul, from 9 to 16 November 2006.  The exact venue of TECO-WIS and CBS-Ext. (06) is the Sheraton Grande Walkerhill Hotel, Seoul.

The WMO Information System (WIS) is an overarching approach for a single coordinated global infrastructure for the collection, distribution, retrieval of and access to data and information of all WMO and related Programmes.  The WIS will build upon the WMO Global Telecommunication System (GTS) as its core communication component for exchange and delivery of time - and operation-critical data and products.  The goal for WIS is to provide effective and flexible data discovery and access services to all users of weather, climate and water related data.
The Conference will provide a forum for exchanging information on the latest developments in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) building blocks for the WIS, including Pilot projects and relevant systems and services from the Industry.  It will also provide a live demonstration of the “Global Information System Centre” prototype. TECO-WIS will highlight the cross-cutting functionalities of the WIS for all WMO Programmes and will review the WIS value and benefits for the current and potential user communities.

The Conference is organized for participants from a wide audience, including Information Technology experts from NMHSs, Space Agencies and other Institutions, members of CBS and other WMO Technical Commissions, representatives of relevant International Organizations, users from various communities interested in weather, water and climate and other related environmental data and products and representatives from the ICT Industry.

To:  Selection of Companies

cc:  Mr B. Sumner, Executive Secretary, HMEI


Attn:  Mr Dong-il Lee, KMA

The Conference will be conducted in English only.  The provisional programme for the Conference is attached for your information, as Annex I.  The provisional programme includes a session on 7 November, in the afternoon, for the presentations from the Industry of relevant ICT developments, systems and services. A parallel exhibition of relevant systems by manufacturers is planned from 8 to 10 November, overlapping with CBS-Ext. (06), and facilities for poster presentations will also be made available.

  I should like to invite you to consider the possible participation of your company, which has been involved in the development and implementation of Information Systems and Services for National Meteorological and Hydrological Services and other organizations of several WMO Members countries, in the TECO-WIS Conference, and in the associated exhibition.  The detailed arrangements for your company’s participation will be coordinated upon your intention to participate.

A Conference Committee, co-chaired by Prof. G.-R. Hoffmann, vice-president of CBS and chair of ICG-WIS, and by Dr P. Shi, chair of CBS/OPAG-ISS, is responsible for the organization of the Conference, with the assistance of the Secretariat.

I would be most grateful if you could inform the WMO Secretariat of your intention to participate at your earliest convenience, preferably before 15 September 2006.  The focal point in the WMO Secretariat for the event is Mr Jean-Michel Rainer (jmrainer@wmo.int), Chief, Information Systems and Services, World Weather Watch Department.  
I look forward to your participation and support to TECO-WIS.  


Yours faithfully,

(Hong Yan)


for the Secretary-General










