The fifty-sixth WMO Executive Council in June 2004 agreed that the WMO Information System (WIS) should be considered as a WMO component of the GEO Information SOS.  WIS is an end-to-end, overarching WMO data-communications and -management architecture designed to move weather, water, climate and other related environmental information efficiently and cost-effectively among 187 WMO Member Countries and to facilitate efficient, cost-effective exchange of environmental information with partners and constituents.  IGDDS is the circulation scheme for space-based observational data and products for WMO Programmes and is a component of WIS.

Objectives of the WIS programme are:

1. Extend and further improve the existing WMO Global Telecommunications System (GTS) services that currently interconnect NMSs to ensure time and operational-critical exchange of weather, water and climate data, warnings and products.

2. Provide to all national and international programmes, including GEOSS, and user communities discovery and access services to all weather, water, climate and other related environmental information, including metadata. 

3. Standardize formats and interfaces for all weather, water and climate observations to reduce operations and maintenance costs, and foster applications.

4. Improve connectivity and access to environmental information among WMO's 187 Member Countries.

5. Improve connectivity and inter-operability with other environmentally related disciplines (e.g., natural disaster preparedness and mitigation), including other relevant GEO societal benefit areas (SBAs) to facilitate timely decision making and exploitation of WMO's rich information base.  In this regard, WMO is prepared to work with other information systems developers in the framework of GEOSS to ensure connectivity to and interoperability with other GEO data and information architectures.  

Key 2007-08 milestones:

· 2Q2006: GTS, as a WIS component, fully operational for time and operational-critical exchange of weather data and products, supporting also some other data.

· 4Q2006:  WIS semi-operational capability within WMO - one GISC operational (European Virtual GISC), providing distribution of and access to data and information, including metadata, from 7 production centres (DWD, MeteoFrance, UKMetoffice, ECMWF, EUMETSAT, NCAR, Obninsk data centre), focused on real time.

· 1Q2007:  Goal—near global coverage of IGDDS, a WIS component for data circulation of satellite data and products in SBAs relevant to WMO.

· 4Q2007: 4 GISCs in full or semi operation (Europe, Americas, Asia, Australia); Complete interface specifications to allow cost-effective exchange of environmental information with two planned GEONET information systems.

· 2Q2008:  WIS at 25% of the targeted operational capability within WMO; GTS, as a WIS component, fully operational for time and operational-critical exchange of weather, water, climate and other related environmental information data and products; WIS interfaced with at least two other GEONET systems together with regular exchange of data with at least two non-weather societal benefit areas.
