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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the Meeting

The joint meeting of the Coordination Team on Migration to Table Driven Code Forms and Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes will be held at the headquarters of WMO from 1 to 5 September 2008.  The meeting will commence on Monday 1 September at 9.30 a.m. 

1.2
Approval of the agenda

The meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.

1.3
Working arrangements for the meeting

The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the Meeting will be held in English.

2.
GRIB 2 CODE FORM

2.1
Additions or modifications to GRIB 2 (including GEMS parameters)

The Meeting will review any requested additions to GRIB 2: in particular for Event probabilities.
2.2
Report on production and experimental or operational exchanges of fields in GRIB2

The Meeting will consider any information on production of new data in GRIB 2.  

3.
BUFR AND CREX

3.1
Review of Entries awaiting Validation for becoming Pre-Operational

The entries awaiting validation for becoming Pre-Operational will be considered by the meeting with a view to confirm their validation and their subsequent approval by the Chair of OPAG and the president of CBS.

3.1.1 - For reporting correctly radiation

The need to finalize bigger size descriptors for reporting instantaneous short-wave and long-wave radiation will be discussed.
3.1.2- Template for synoptic reports from sea stations suitable for ship observation data from VOS stations

Any possible agreement and firm proposals for the VOS SHIP BUFR Template for producing in real time VOS SHIP report will be considered.

3.1.3- For Air Chemistry

The proposed new descriptors approved last year for validation will be reviewed for approval as pre-operational use.

3.1.4- IEEE representation (for BUFR Edition 5)

The need for IEEE representation as proposed in 2007 and the correlative need of a new BUFR edition will be considered seriously.

3.1.5- Templates for surface observations from one-hour period and from n-minute period with national and WMO station identification

The proposal for representation of national AWS identification in a BUFR template will be reviewed by the Meeting.

3.1.6- “Merged” AWS BUFR template for surface observations from one-hour period and for reporting SYNOP data in BUFR

The sequences required for AWS or manned surface observation will be reviewed for possible pre-operational status.

3.1.7- Template for buoy and wave data 

The Meeting will consider if the template proposed for exchange of buoy and wave data is now fully tested and can be declared pre-operational.

3.1.8- CREX templates for tide elevation

The proper CREX sequences used for exchanging sea level gauge data, especially in the context of Tsunami monitoring, will be considered to be declared pre-operational.

3.1.9- Template for synoptic reports from fixed land stations suitable for SYNOP data and for maritime data from coastal and island stations

The sequences required for synoptic reports from fixed land stations suitable for SYNOP data and for maritime data from coastal and island stations will be reviewed for possible pre-operational status.

3.1.10- EUCOS template for representation of radiosonde data with geopotential height as the vertical coordinate

The proposal for descriptors for representation of EUCOS RS Template will be reviewed and finalized for pre-operational status

3.1.11- For passive remote sensing by star occultation

These new descriptors will be reviewed for pre-operational status.

3.1.12- New descriptors for GFA (Graphical Forecast AIRMET) data

Validation of these new descriptors will be checked for possible pre-operational status.

3.1.13- Entries for volume (3-D) radar data

Validation of these descriptors proposed in 2007 will be checked for possible pre-operational status.

3.1.14- For the encoding of the JASON2 OGDR data

These descriptors will be reviewed for pre-operational status.

3.2
CREX SYNOP for West Africa

A proposal for a distinct CREX for synoptic observations in West Africa will be considered for quick validation and fast pre-operational status. 

3.3
New additions for satellite data

3.3.1
CGMSWMO Task Force on Satellite Data Codes 

The conclusion of the Meeting of the CGMSWMO Task Force on Satellite Data Codes (TFSDC) 26-27 February 2008 in Geneva will be briefly explained and discussed.  The purpose was the clearing by CGMS of new required satellite descriptors in Master Table 0 or in a new Satellite Master Table.  The Meeting may propose appropriate recommendations for approval by CBS XIV.
3.3.2
Designation of sub-centres (Common Table C-12) for RARS system

A list of originating centre and sub-centres for the RARS system will be discussed for recommendation to be pre-operational.
3.3.3
SMOS satellite data

New descriptors for representation of SMOS data in BUFR will be presented.

3.3.4
GOME OZONE

Needed new descriptors for GOME Ozone data will be considered.

3.3.5
Other needed additions for satellite data

3.4
Master table for oceanographic data

The status of development of Master table 10 for oceanographic data will be reviewed by the Meeting, with a view to make recommendations for CBS XIV.

3.5
Other needed additions or corrections

The Meeting will review any other requested additions or modifications for validation or pre-operational status to the BUFR/CREX tables. 

3.6
Possible revisions to BUFR Guide

With the evolution and additions to BUFR and CREX, the Guide may need to be reviewed and the Meeting will identify any proposal for necessary amendment.

4.
TRADITIONAL ALPHANUMERIC AERONAUTICAL CODES

4.1
Matters for METAR; TAF

Any further requested additions or modifications to the METAR or TAF codes will be considered by the Meeting.  

4.2
Other Matters

Any other matter related to the alphanumeric aeronautical codes will be considered by the Meeting.  
5. MANUAL ON CODES 

5.1
Review of the procedures for adoption of changes to Manual on Codes, including validation processes 

The proposed new procedures for adoption of changes to Manual on Codes will be considered by the Meeting with a view to make recommendations for the ICT on ISS and the next CBS.

5.2
Electronic form of Manual

The Meeting will be informed on the end of hard-copy for the Manual on Codes and the implications for processing and access to the information.

5.3
Format of Code Tables in Web Site

The Meeting will discuss more appropriate formats (in particular for encoder/decoder maintenance) of BUFR/CREX/GRIB Code Tables in electronic version and their location and will make recommendations.

6.
INFORMATION ON OUTCOME OF ET/ADRS MEETING

The Meeting will be informed of the outcome of the recent meeting of the Expert Team on Evaluation and be invited to comment on the conclusions of this meeting. 
7.
REVIEW STATUS OF MIGRATION TO WMO TDCF
7.1
Information sharing


- Secretariat activities (web site. migration guidance document)

The meeting will be invited to comment on these actions.


- Members actions 

Reports of any member activities will be considered, like the excellent ECMWF Web site verification service and CPTEC/INPE Decoder/encoder programs under WINDOWS.


- National training?

Reports on these activities, if any, will be welcomed.

7.2
Results of questionnaire

The results of the last questionnaire on the Migration sent to Focal Points on Codes will be reviewed by the Meeting.

7.3
Review migration matrix 

Overall status of Migration to BUFR or CREX will be reviewed and reports on migration may permit the feeding of such matrix.

7.4
Matters to be solved 

Any other matters will be considered.
8.
TASKS FOR MIGRATION
Strategies for involving more Regional Associations, their Member Countries and Rapporteurs, following the example of RA VI will be discussed and any other necessary actions will be recommended by the Meeting, in particular:
8.1
Facilitation of operational Implementation and pre-operational testing

8.2
How to perform more training?

8.3
Implementation of Pilot projects

8.4
Migration Implementation Programmes (MIPs)
8.5
Review of the Migration Plan-
