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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains information on GRIB 2 data being produced by the Meteorological Service of Canada, as well as short-term plans to expand production 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to take the content of this document into consideration.

GRIB 2 operational production at the Canadian Meteorological Centre (CMC)

· CMC has been producing a GRIB 2 dataset from its Ensemble Prediction System (EPS) for the TIGGE data archive on a quasi-operational basis since October 2007. 


· CMC produces a fully operational set of EPS data within the framework of its operational collaboration with NCEP on the North-American Ensemble Forecast System (NAEFS).  This dataset is currently exchanged in GRIB 1.  Plans are underway to switch to GRIB 2 in the fall of 2008.
 

· The EPS dataset that CMC makes available for public download is currently produced in GRIB 1; however it is planned to migrate it to GRIB 2 in the first or second quarter of 2009.


· The migration of CMC’s deterministic model datasets to GRIB 2 is at an embryonic stage but is expected to take place in stages through the next 12 to 18 months.  CMC’s public GRIB database will likely be among the first deterministic datasets to be migrated.

Software

The software CMC uses to encode and decode GRIB 2 data was adapted from source code made available by ECMWF and NCEP.  Some local customizations were required to integrate the software into CMC’s NWP production system.  CMC has no plans to distribute the software, as the core components are available at the source from NCEP and ECMWF.

