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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
 A Table B descriptor for atmospheric chemistry is proposed for pre-operational status.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to consider pre-operational status for the proposed descriptor.

Background
The validation of proposed BUFR descriptors for atmospheric chemistry is proceeding gradually.  The validation effort, so far, suggests there is value in pacing validation with the appearance of user requirements so that the anticipated parameters of the proposed descriptors are matched against actual instruments and user requirements.

Mr Milan Dragosavac of ECMWF suggested re-defining the proposed descriptor 0 15 021,  from “Significand of integrated mass density” to “Integrated mass density”.  As re-defined, the descriptor is successfully used for GOME-2 reporting of NO2 and ozone.  The range of values has been deemed acceptable for this application.
Under these conditions we request the Team to consider this descriptor as pre-operational.

Proposed for pre-operational status

	Descriptor Number
	Descriptor Name
	Unit
	Scale
	Reference

Value
	Bits
	Test Dataset

	0 15 021
	Integrated mass density
	kg/m**2
	11
	0
	31
	GOME-2


