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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for addition of new code figures  in 

0 08 002 for specification of instrument detected cloud layers

 and a Note under Class 1 referring to 0 01 012.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document and
recommend the proposed additions to be submitted to the next CBS session
or directly included in Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2.

References:

 [1]  Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.

 [2]  Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2.5 - 8  December 2005ntion on International Civil Aviation







































































1. Background 
a) Specification of instrument detected cloud layers 
The existing code figures 1, 2, 3 and 4 in 0 08 002 (Vertical significance (surface observations) are suitable for reporting of cloud layers or masses from a manned station as the cloud genus can be identified by human observers. If a station operates in the automatic mode and is adequately equipped, additional code figures (21, 22, 23, 24) are needed to identify the instrument detected cloud layers.
b) Representation of stationary position of ship and course of ship unknown
In August 2007, Mr. Milan Dragosavac (ECMWF) received “Notes on the BUFR template replacement for FM-13 SHIP Code” produced by Dr Elizabeth C. Kent (National Oceanography Centre, UK). This document contained list of potential problems that might be met in the process of conversion of the FM-13 SHIP data to BUFR. Most of the points were explained and clarified during the following e-mail discussion. There was one comment, however, that required remedial action: Dr Kent pointed out that the descriptor 0 01 012 (Direction of motion of moving platform) was not capable to accommodate  the values Ds = 0 (stationary) and Ds = 9 (unknown) of the FM-13 Code table 0700 [1].
2. Proposals 
The proposed additions have been already incorporated into the B/C Regulations after being validated and approved by the Chairman of ET DR&C, and operationally used in BUFR messages. They are suggested for inclusion in Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2.
a) Specification of instrument detected cloud layers
It is proposed to add the following code figures into Code Table 0 08 002:
                                       0 08 002
          Vertical significance (surface observations)

	Code figure
	

	21
	  First instrument detected cloud layer

	22
	  Second instrument detected cloud layer

	23
	  Third instrument detected cloud layer

	24
	  Fourth instrument detected cloud layer


     b)  Representation of stationary position of ship and course of ship unknown
 It is proposed to add Note (13) under Class 1:

(13)    Stationary position of ship shall be reported by 0 01 012 set to 0 and 0 01 013 set to 0. Course of ship unknown (Ds = 9) shall be reported by 0 01 012 set to 509.
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