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	Summary and purpose of document
This paper addresses changes which would be necessary in view of clarifying some regulations of the Manual on Codes (WMO ─ No. 306) related to the reporting of visibility.  Furthermore, it provides the meeting with a list of changes which are expected to be included in draft Amendment 75 to Annex 3.



Action proposed

The meeting is invited to 

a) endorse the amendment proposal to the Manual on Codes (WMO-No.306) as proposed in this paper; and 

b) note the proposed changes expected to be included in Amendment 75 to Annex 3 and the proposed common applicability date (November 2011).
1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Difficulties related to the use of terms of “horizontal visibility”, “prevailing visibility” and “minimum visibility” have been brought to the attention of the ICAO Secretariat.  To address these issues, some clarifications are proposed in this document under Section 2.

1.2 This document also provides an overview, for planning purposes, under Section 3 of the expected draft Amendment 75 to ICAO Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] which would have a future impact on the Manual on Codes [C.3.1].  A proposal is also made to harmonize the applicability dates of these two documents as far as the material related to codes is concerned.
2. Clarifications of terms used for visibility
2.1 The use of the terms “horizontal visibility” and “visibility” in Regulations 15.7.1, 15.8.14, 15.8.15 and 15.10 could be ambiguous; it is therefore suggested that the following clarifications be made:
c) Regulation 15.7.1.  Add “reported in the group VVVV” after “horizontal visibility” (reason: this would make it clear that the criteria is based on the reported visibility which could be “prevailing visibility” or “minimum visibility”, depending on the meteorological conditions);

d) Regulations 15.8.14 and 15.8.15.  Add “reported in the group VVVV” after “visibility” (reason: this would make it clear that the criteria is based on the reported visibility which could be “prevailing visibility” or “minimum visibility”, depending on the meteorological conditions); and
e) Regulation 15.10 (a).  Add “reported in the group VVVV” and “and criteria for inclusion of the group VNVNVNVNDV are not met” after “visibility” and after “more”, respectively (reason: to ensure that CAVOK is not used whenever the “prevailing visibility” is 10 km or more while the “minimum visibility” remains below 5000 metres).
The above issues are elaborated in a document submitted by Eva Cervena and Ivan Hanl (Czech Republic).
3. Draft amendment 75 to Annex 3
3.1 It may be noted that the ICAO Secretariat is preparing draft Amendment 75 to Annex 3 with the assistance of the Aerodrome Meteorological Observation and Forecast Study Group (AMOFSG) which includes a member from the WMO Secretariat.  The amendment is expected to include the following three proposals (regulations which are affected in a consequential amendment are indicated in brackets):

f) requirement to include an indication (probably as part of “present weather”) of non-super-cooled rain which freezes when reaching the ground (Code Table 4678);
g) requirement of indicating minimum visibility whenever less than 5000 metres (Regulation 15.6.2); and
h) replacement of “km/h” with “m/s” as the primary unit of measurement for the wind speed with the understanding that the criteria as indicated in knots will remain unchanged and that a conversion factor 1 m/s = 2 knots be used throughout the ICAO provisions (METAR/SPECI and TAF code forms, Regulations 15.5, 15.5.1 (including Note 2), 15.5.2-15.5.6, 51.3, 51.3.1 (including Note 2), 51.3.3 and 51.3.4).

3.2 It may be noted that the changes are still subject to consideration by the AMOFSG and a review by the ICAO Air Navigation Commission (ANC), followed by consultation with States in 2009.  If adopted by the ICAO Council in 2010, the changes could become applicable in November 2010, at the earliest.
3.3 Since the above changes in Annex 3 would involve corresponding modifications to the Manual on Codes (WMO ─ No. 306), it is important to harmonize the applicability dates of Annex 3 (as far as provisions associated with code changes are concerned) and the Manual on Codes (WMO ─ No. 306).  In practice, the amendments to WMO Regulations cannot be approved by the forthcoming 14th Session of the CBS (March 2009) since the proposals are still under the consultation process; therefore, the proposals for consequential changes to the Manual on Codes (WMO ─ No. 306) will have to be tabled for approval by the CBS Extraordinary Session in 2010.  This sequence of events would imply that the common applicability date should be November 2011.  The ICAO ANC, Contracting States, and Council and the WMO CBS will have to endorse such a date which would ensure a common applicability of the updated provisions in 2011.
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