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Electronic form of the Manual on Codes
(Submitted by the Secretariat)
	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document contains information on the decisions and recommendations of the Fifteenth Congress (Cg-XV, Geneva, 2007) concerning the presentation of WMO Publications in electronic form, and on the follow-up action taken by the Secretariat to present and distribute the Manual on Codes and its amendments.



ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited:

· To consider the information given in this document concerning the presentation of WMO Publications in electronic form and the follow-up action taken by the Secretariat to present and distribute the Manual on Codes and its amendments,
· To consider the establishment of a small ad-hoc group that could advise the Secretariat in the task of converting the code tables for their import in databases.
DISCUSSION

Electronic form of the Manual on Codes

1. Fifteenth Congress (Cg-XV, Geneva, 2007) reaffirmed that the Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306) should be posted on the WMO server in the languages which are defined in the Annexes to Resolution 26 (Cg‑XV). 
2. Cg-XV encouraged the expansion of electronic publishing, in particular that to the extent possible, free distribution of WMO publications, as determined by the Executive Council from time to time, will be effected by electronic means.  It agreed that any requests for hard copies within this free distribution will be met only in the case of Least Developed Country Members, using the most cost-effective way, e.g. by providing a print-out of the electronic files.  Moreover, Congress took note of the report of the 2007 Meeting of Presidents of Technical Commissions, which recommended that, instead of issuing supplements to publications, WMO issue updated versions of these publications electronically, provided this solution is cost effective.

3. In view of the above, the distribution of the supplements to the Manual on Codes was discontinued, and new amendments to the Manual resulted and will result in an updated version of the relevant part. The last supplement distributed by the Secretariat including the amendments to Volume I.1 recommended by CBS-Ext.(06) and approved by the fifty-ninth session of the Executive Council is the supplement No. 6  to Volume I.1. The WMO Secretariat distributed the amendments to Volume I.2 recommended by CBS-Ext.(06) and approved by the fifty-ninth session of the Executive Council in the form of an updated electronic version of Volume I-2 (pdf files in a CD-ROM). The WMO Members will continue to be informed of new amendments to the Volumes I.1 and I.2 the Manual on Codes by receiving updated electronic versions of the relevant part of the Manual on a CD-ROM, also available from the WMO server.
4. The Secretariat has embarked in the preparation of updated versions of the Volumes I.1 and I.2 of the Manual in English, French, Russian and Spanish. The status of the availability of the Volumes of the Manual on Codes on the WMO server is given in Table A. After the finalization of Volumes I.1 and I.2 in the four languages, the next step should be the preparation of a new electronic version of Volume II - Regional Codes and National Coding Practices. 
Conversion of the code tables for their import in databases

5. At its 2007 meeting, the ET- DRC considered the format of the WMO Manual No. 306 Code Tables maintained by the Secretariat and available through its web site.  The tables currently are maintained in Microsoft Word format and available in either Microsoft Word or PDF formats.  The Team noted that all NMHSs running automated processing systems such as encoders, decoders and translators require the tables in an electronic format suitable for these systems and that all these users currently have to translate these tables today.  This effort can be problematic for smaller centres whose resources are limited; it is an immense duplication of effort and is an impediment to migration.  Additionally, the team noted these tables are also required in a format suitable for easy maintenance, reference and use by humans.

6. The team recognized the limited resources of the secretariat and any solution chosen should not be too resource intensive.  After considering alternatives, the team recommended the Secretariat convert these tables to a Microsoft Access format.  From this format, it is relatively simple to publish the tables as a text document, a Microsoft Word document or export a database file.  The Team also recommended the Secretariat make both the Microsoft Access and text format available via its web site. Additionally the Team was aware that some centres and organizations may have expertise in the conversion of the tables to a database format and encourages those who may lend assistance to the secretariat. 

7. Due to the limited resources available in the Secretariat since the 2007 meeting, the conversion of the code tables has not yet started in the Secretariat. Since it is expected that resources will be made available in the near future, the meeting may wish to consider the establishment of a small ad-hoc group that could advise the Secretariat in this task.
Table A
Status of the availability of the Volumes I.1 and I.2 of the Manual on Codes
The Volumes I.1 and 1.2 are presented in the forms of pdf files in the WMO server (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/wmoftpaxspublications_en.html). 
	 

	 


	 

WMO PUBLICATION No. 306 - MANUAL ON CODES 

Coded information exchanged for international purposes shall be in the appropriate international code forms, specified in Annex II of the WMO Technical Regulations (Manual on Codes (Publication No. 306), Volume I) (Ref. WMO Technical Regulations [A.2.3]1.1.1). Apart from these international codes, several sets of regional codes exist which are intended only for exchanges within a given WMO Region. These codes are contained in Volume II of the Manual on Codes.

Volume I
English

French

Russian

Spanish

Volume I.1 - Part A - Alphanumeric Codes 

 

X

Volume I.2
Part B - Binary Codes
Part C - Common features to Binary and Alphanumeric Codes

Part B - GRIB

X

X

X

X

Part B - BUFR

X

X

X

X

Part C

X

X

X

X

Volume II
English

French

Russian

Spanish

Volume II
Regional Codes and National Coding Practices

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The mark X indicates that the relevant Volume or the relevant part of a Volume is available in the WMO server in the relevant language.





















































