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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the Meeting

At the kind invitation of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the joint meeting of the Coordination Team on Migration to Table Driven Code Forms and Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes will be held at the headquarters of ICAO from 8 to 12 May 2006.  The meeting will commence on Monday 8 May at 9.30 a.m. 

1.2
Approval of the agenda

The meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.

1.3
Working arrangements for the meeting

The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the Meeting will be held in English.

2.
GRIB 2 CODE FORM

2.1
Status and coordination of validation tests for GRIB2 encoding/decoding

The Meeting will review the status of validation tests for GRIB2 encoder/decoder programs.  In particular, the Team will see if more work was accomplished for validation of templates, especially related to the encoding/decoding of cross-sections and Hovmöller type diagrams.  The Team will see if there is an evolution in the recognition of the Weather Huffman compression scheme: 1) some recognized organization have accepted to be the official custodian and maintainer of the algorithm and 2) ICAO provided a commitment that they will actually use it; and will be informed if more validation was organized with ICAO.  Further validation tests will be organised if found necessary.

2.2
Other additions or modifications to GRIB 2

The Meeting will review other requested additions or modifications to GRIB 2: in particular for parameters for GEMS (Global and regional Earth-system Monitoring using Satellite and in situ data), for difference with GRIB 1/GRIB 2 packing, for discrepancy in template 4.30 (instrument type octet) and for Lossless packing. 

2.3
Report on production and experimental or operational exchanges of fields in GRIB2

The Meeting will consider any result of experimental exchange of data in GRIB 2.  

3.
BUFR AND CREX

3.1
Review of Entries awaiting Validation for becoming Pre-Operational

The entries awaiting validation for becoming Pre-Operational will be considered by the meeting with a view to their subsequent approval by CBS Ext.2006.

3.2
Elements for Air Chemistry

The proposed new descriptors approved last year for validation will be reviewed for approval as pre-operational use with a view to their subsequent endorsement by CBS Ext.2006.

3.3
Requirements for Oceanographic Data 

Any additions for validation or pre-operational status for oceanographic data exchange will be reviewed by the Team. 

3.4
Various needed additions or corrections

3.4.1
Number for pre-operational tables:

The system of table numbers based on the system defined for GRIB 2, also appropriate for BUFR, will be proposed by the secretariat and will be examined by the Team for approval.
3.4.2
Additional entries for polar satellite data

Data from AMSU-A, MHS, HIRS, IASI, GRAS and ASCAT will be exchanged in BUFR.  In order to represent data from the new instruments, new BUFR element descriptors, sequence descriptors, and code and flag table entries approved last year need to be re-considered by the Team for declaration of these entries as pre-operational use with a view to their subsequent endorsement by CBS Ext.2006..  

3.4.3
Pre-operational entries of BUFR Tables D for new templates of RADOB, TRACKOB and SAREP
Some Table D descriptors for RADOB, TRACKOB and SAREP Templates, already for validation, will be considered for pre-operational status and subsequent endorsement by CBS Ext.2006.
3.4.4
Additions in CREX for sea level data monitoring (Tsunami warning programme)
The possible requirement for new CREX descriptors for exchanging sea level gauge data, especially in the context of Tsunami monitoring, will be examined and if necessary new descriptors will be proposed for fast validation.

3.4.5
The Meeting will review any other requested additions or modifications to the BUFR/CREX tables.

4.
MODIFICATIONS TO TRADITIONAL ALPHANUMERIC AERONAUTICAL CODES

4.1
Modifications to codes – Calendar

The Meeting will consider the status and calendar for additions relative to the Amendment 74 presented by ICAO.  Any other requested additions or modifications to the alphanumeric aeronautical codes will be considered by the Team.

4.2
ICAO TAC templates

The secretariat will proposed new Template for presentation of traditional aeronautical codes which correct previous mistakes.

4.3
Thunderstorm reporting

Amendments to the regulations for reporting thunderstorm will be proposed and considered by the Team.

5. MANUAL ON CODES IN RELATION TO MIGRATION TO TABLE DRIVEN CODE FORMS

5.1
Proposed Observations Reporting Practices for TDCF in Manual on Codes

The proposed set of regulations, already available, for reporting TAC data in BUFR/CREX will be presented by Dr Eva Cervena.  The Team will have to study and decide on recommending that the available developed reporting practices be finalized in July 2006 by the OPAG on ISS meeting, for proposal for inclusion in the Manual on Codes, but as stored in the WMO web site.

5.2
Proposal for coverage of Regional Reporting Practices In BUFR Templates for TAC

The proposal for coverage of Regional Reporting Practices In BUFR Templates for TAC will be examined by the Team as well as any additional descriptors, which might be necessary for that purpose.

5.3
Procedural Issues for national practices

The way of representing national practices in TDCF had been considered a procedural issue, and the Team will give more consideration, and generate more recommendations on this subject. 

5.4 Review needed templates and Common Sequences

For migrating to TDCF, the templates translating traditional codes into BUFR (or CREX) will be reviewed and if necessary new common sequences will be proposed.  In particular, the templates for buoy directional and non directional wave data, for sub-surface floats buoy wave data and the new template for Radiosonde data will be considered.

5.5 Review METAR/SPECI/TAF templates and related BUFR sequences and parameters

The proposed METAR/SPECI/TAF BUFR templates with, and if needed, new descriptors will be reviewed, with a view to submit it to the OPAG on ISS in July for further approval by CBS Ext. 2006.

6. REVIEW STATUS OF MIGRATION

6.1
Information sharing (including activities in Africa: Use of CREX)

Information of the status of the migration in different countries, regions and organizations will be shared between the experts.

6.2
Review migration matrix

The Team will review the Code Migration Implementation Tracker and feed in any new relevant information.  

6.3
Matters to be solved (review NIL representation problem)

The Team will review and clarify solution to solve transmission of some peculiar reports in BUFR, in particular the representation of NIL reports, and in relation also to delayed replications.

6.4
Problems specific to aviation

The Team will review the specific problems for aviation resulting from migration to TDCFs and attempt to make appropriate recommendations. 

6.5 Use of CREX (e.g. Region I)
Considering some specific reports of activities in Region I, the Team will review the policy of the migration, and make possible recommendations, with a view to help developing countries to approach the migration process in an easy and efficient way.

7.
TASKS FOR MIGRATION
7.1
Facilitation of operational Implementation and pre-operational testing

The Team will plan how to provide central coordination of activities including preoperational testing and operational implementation.  

7.2
Contacts with other Organizations

Reports on coordination with other relevant international bodies including ICAO, CAeM, IOC, JCOMM and the satellite operators will be given.  As well on coordination with Regional Focal Points, National Migration Steering Groups and Codes Focal Points, RTH Focal Points and others too will be reported.  The Team will update the coordination Tracking Table and mechanisms to identify problems and develop and implement solutions will be considered.

7.3 Training

The Team will reviewed the achieved training activities and consider new ways, aiming at more efficiency, to train countries to implement the migration. 

7.4
Migration Guidance document

The Team will complete the Migration Guidance document and update it as required.

7.5
Improved Web site
The Team will review the present web site and suggest further improvement. 

7.6 Migration Implementation Programmes (MIPs)

The Team will review further the concept of pilot programmes and make recommendations for their implementation with a view to help developing countries. 

Reference documents:

· Report of the first Meeting of the Coordination Team on Migration to Table Driven Code Forms (CT/MTDCF), Geneva, 1-4 November 2005.  

· Report of the Meeting of the Expert Team Data Representation and Codes (ET/DR&C), Muscat, Oman, 5-8 December 2005.

