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Summary and  Purpose of Document

Based on recommendations of the ET/DR&C meeting in Oman, Tables listing the BUFR and CREX Table version numbers are proposed. 

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED

The Team is invited to review this proposal for its approval as pre-operational use with a view to the subsequent endorsement by CBS Ext.2006.

APPENDIX:
New Tables listing the BUFR and CREX Table version numbers and modifications in text.
Discussion

1. For GRIB Master Table Version Number, the ET/DR&C in Oman noted that there were two problems to be discussed:
a)
Specifying pre-operational version number of GRIB Master Table, which virtually contained pre-operational entries.

b)
Necessity of implementation date for each operational version number.

The necessity of pre-operational version numbers was clear, because:
a)
Actually, a lot of "pre-operational data and products" containing pre-operational descriptors were exchanged internationally via the GTS or the Internet and exchange of pre-operational data and products was officially permitted.

b)
For archiving purpose, pre-operational data were exactly like operational ones, and were expected to be declared fully operational at the next operational implementation so the number of the version of the table should correspond to the next operational version number.  The Team agreed to this solution.

The ET/DR&C in Oman agreed that the system of table numbers defined for GRIB 2 was also appropriate for BUFR, and the Team entrusted the secretariat to develop a proposal in these lines which will be examined by the members of the Team.

2. For BUFR and CREX, there is the need to create two new code tables, one for BUFR and one for CREX.  It is suggested to create entries in Class 0 as listed in Appendix.  For the Master Table version number in Section 1, BUFR allows one full octet 8 bits (0 to 255) but CREX allows for only 2 characters.  Therefore it is proposed that entries beyond 99 will be declared “not used” in the tables.

The Octets description for Section 1 should also be modified accordingly.

APPENDIX

PROPOSAL:

New entries in Class 00: 

0 00 006
BUFR Meteorological Master 
Code table, 0, 0, 8   Code table, 0, 2


Table 0 Version Number

0 00 007
CREX Meteorological Master 
Code table, 0, 0, 7   Code table, 0, 2


Table 0 Version Number
Code table 0 00 006

BUFR Meteorological Master Table 0 Version Number

         0 
Experimental

         1
Initial operational version number implemented on 1 November 1988

         2
Previous operational version number implemented on 1 November 1993

         3
Previous operational version number implemented on 2 November 1994
         4
Previous operational version number implemented on 8 November 1995
         5
Previous operational version number implemented on 6 November 1996

         6
Previous operational version number implemented on 5 November 1997

         7
Previous operational version number implemented on 4 November 1998

         8
Previous operational version number implemented on 3 May 2000
         9
Previous operational version number implemented on 8 November 2000

        10
Previous operational version number implemented on 7 November 2001

        11
Previous operational version number implemented on 5 November 2003

        12
Current operational version number implemented on 2 November 2005

        13
Pre-operational to be operational by next amendment

  14 -99
Future operational version number
100 –254
Not used

      255
Missing value (// for CREX)
Code table 0 00 007

CREX Meteorological Master Table 0 Version Number

         0 
Experimental

         1
Initial operational version number implemented on 3 May 2000

         2
Previous operational version number implemented on 7 November 2001

         3
Previous operational version number implemented on 4 November 2003

         4
Current operational version number implemented on 2 November 2005

         5
Pre-operational to be operational by next amendment

    6 -99
Future operational version number
100–126
Not used

     127
Missing value (// for CREX)
If the effective date of next amendment to the BUFR Meteorological Master Table above is 7 November 2007, the code table would be as follows after the effective date:

Code table 0 00 006

BUFR Meteorological Master Table 0 Version Number

         0 
Experimental

         1
Initial operational version number implemented on 1 November 1988

         2
Previous operational version number implemented on 1 November 1993

         3
Previous operational version number implemented on 2 November 1994

         4
Previous operational version number implemented on 8 November 1995
         5
Previous operational version number implemented on 6 November 1996

         6
Previous operational version number implemented on 5 November 1997

         7
Previous operational version number implemented on 4 November 1998

         8
Previous operational version number implemented on 3 May 2000
         9
Previous operational version number implemented on 8 November 2000

        10
Previous operational version number implemented on 7 November 2001

        11
Previous operational version number implemented on 5 November 2003

        12
Previous operational version number implemented on 2 November 2005

        13
Current operational version number implemented on 7 November 2007
        14
Pre-operational to be operational by next amendment

  15 -99
Future operational version number
 100–254
Not used

     255
Missing value (// for CREX)
If the effective date of next amendment to the CREX Meteorological Master Table 0: above is 7 November 2007, the code table would be as follows after the effective date:

Code table 0 00 007

CREX Meteorological Master Table 0 Version Number

         0 
Experimental

         1
Initial operational version number implemented on 3 May 2000

         2
Previous operational version number implemented on 7 November 2001

         3
Previous operational version number implemented on 4 November 2003

         4
Previous operational version number implemented on 2 November 2005

         5
Current operational version number implemented on 7 November 2007
         6
Pre-operational to be operational by next amendment

     7-99
Future operational version number
100–126
Not used

            127
Missing value (// for CREX)
Changes in text:

In BUFR, change in:

SPECIFICATION OF OCTET CONTENTS 

In BUFR edition 3: Change octet 11 for:

Version number of master table used (see Code Table 0 00 006) – see Note (2)

In BUFR edition 4: Change octet 14 for:

Version number of master table used (see Code Table 0 00 006) – see Note (2)

In CREX, change in:

SPECIFICATION OF SECTIONS 

In CREX, Edition 1 and Edition 2: Change v v to:

 v v: CREX Table Version number (see Code Table 0 00 007)
