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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for clarification of regulations  for reporting clouds of operational significance in METAR and SPECI

in Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document. 

References:

 [1] Annex 3 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.

 [2] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.

1. Background 

The reporting of clouds is specified in Annex 3 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation [1], Chapter 4, as follows:

4.6.5.1 Cloud amount, cloud type and height of cloud base shall be observed, and reported as necessary to describe the clouds of operational significance.  When the sky is ...

In Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1 [2], on the other hand, there is no regulation that would indicate that only clouds of operational significance should be reported.  Reporting practices with regard to cloudiness therefore differ if either the specification in [1] or in [2] is considered as relevant.

Example 1:

“2/8 Sc at 900 m, 4/8 Ac at 2100 m, 8/8 As at 2400 m”  is reported  

as “FEW030” in METAR according to [1],

as “FEW030  SCT070  OVC080” in METAR according to [2].

Example 2:

“2/8 St at 300 m, 2/8 Cb at 450 m, 7/8 Ac at 2500 m”  is reported  

as “FEW010  FEW015CB” in METAR according to [1],

as “FEW010  FEW015CB  BKN083” in METAR according to [2].

2. Proposal 
It is proposed to modify Regulation 15.9.1.1 in the Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1 in such a way  that  the existing text of this regulation would be preceded by the first sentence of Regulation 4.6.5.1 [1]:

15.9.1.1 Cloud amount, cloud type and height of cloud base shall be observed, and reported as necessary to describe the clouds of operational significance, i.e. clouds with the height of base below 1500 meters (5000 ft) or below the highest minimum sector altitude, whichever is greater, or  Cumulonimbus or towering Cumulus at any height. The cloud amount NsNsNs shall be reported ......

As an alternative solution to the above given proposal, a new Regulation 15.9.3 might be introduced:

15.9.3 Cloud information shall be limited to clouds of operational significance, i.e. clouds with the height of base below 1500 meters (5000 ft) or below the highest minimum sector altitude, whichever is greater, or Cumulonimbus or towering Cumulus at any height.

In this case, the current Regulation 15.9.3 would be renumbered to 15.9.4.
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