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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for correcting the TAF template as it appears in the Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1, for putting it in accordance with ICAO and WMO regulations. 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document and recommend the proposed changes. 

Appendix:
- Proposed Template for TAF

References:

 [1] Annex 3 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.

 [2] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1.

 [3] Final Report, ET DR&C, Muscat, 5 - 8  December 2005

BACKGROUND

During the last meeting of the ET/DR&C in Oman, last year, Mr Charles Sanders (Australia) reported that he had compared the definitions of METAR, SPECI and TAF in the ICAO documentation (Annex 3 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation) and the definitions of the same codes forms in the WMO documentation (WMO publication 306, Manual on Codes).  Differences noted included:

METAR and SPECI

i. The ICAO template has AUTO and NIL as alternatives, the WMO code form permits both.

ii. The WMO regulations do not mention the word NIL.

iii. The WMO code form allows for the use of metres per second as units of wind speed.

The differences are minor and probably do not require anything more than editorial changes.

TAF

i. The ICAO template has AMD and COR as alternatives, the WMO code form allows both.

ii. The WMO code form allows for the use of metres per second as units of wind speed.

iii. The WMO code form has the change and time indicators before the forecast maximum and minimum temperatures, the ICAO template has the change indicators after.

iv. The WMO code form does not include the changed weather elements after a change indicator.

The regulations are mostly satisfactory and probably do not require anything more than editorial changes. The code form does require amendment, in particular to place the maximum and minimum temperature groups before the change groups and to include weather elements after the change groups.  Two solutions for presentation are proposed in the Appendix.

ACTION:

The representative of ICAO should indicate if these differences need an urgent corrigendum to be issued, or if update to the WMO Manual on Codes can be done, as planned, in 2007.

APPENDIX:


 PROPOSED TEMPLATES FOR TAF
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