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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains a proposal for a web-based validation service to facilitate operational implementation and pre-operational testing of migrated data flows. 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to examine the submitted proposal and to discuss the need and feasibility of such a service.  

Discussion

1. Background 

To establish TDCF migrated data dissemination, most NMSes need to upgrade their internal data production infrastructure. To test the upgraded infrastructure, validation by one or more receiving NMSes is in most cases required to ensure that the data can be decoded and that the contents are correct. This way of working requires a person at the receiving NMSwho has the time and skills to perform such validation.  Such practice works fine well when the amount of requests is limited and sufficient (well-known) experts are available at various NMSes. To migrate to TDCF on a worldwide scale, this kind of validation practice might be inadequate.  Additional ways to validate migrate data should be considered to facilitate the TDCF migration better. This proposal concerns an automated centrally organized BUFR/CREX validation service accessible via internet.   

2. Proposal for a web-based BUFR/CREX validation service
To facilitate the migration process to TDCF, the following validation service is proposed for BUFR and CREX coded data:

A unique webpage that offers the ability to upload bulletins and/or messages in BUFR en CREX format.  Uploaded data is validated instantly and results are presented by a webpage.  Initially, this validation can be decoding checks only.  Additional checks to validate the contents more precisely can be added over time.  

It is most obvious to implement such a validation service is at a website that offers also decoding and encoding software for BUFR and CREX (e.g. ECMWF).  This does not necessarily mean that the development of this service has to take place at the organization managing the website. 

An example of a validation service for HTML is offered by W3C (see http://validator.w3.org/).

3. Conclusion 

The meeting is invited to discuss the need and feasibility of a web-based BUFR/CREX validation service.  

