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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides information about a contact made with JCOMM about the migration of Voluntary Observing Ships (VOS) observations   


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to consider the information presented.  

1. Background 

At the first CT-MTDCF meeting an updated BUFR template for Voluntary Observing Ships (VOS) observation was presented by Eva Cervena with the request to contact JCOMM if this template is acceptable to JCOMM.  Because of KNMI’s involvement in handling of VOS data, Jan Willem Noteboom from KNMI was asked to take on this action. This document represents briefly the result if this action.

2. Contacts with JCOMM: 

Begin February Mr Greame Ball was contacted (chairman JCOMM Ship Observation Team) which /SOT) and ask to verify whether the BUFR template for VOS data is acceptable to JCOMM. In addition, Mr Greame Ball was asked if JCOMM has already decided on a strategy for the TDCF migration of VOS data (given the paper about TDCF migration strategies for VOS data from Jaap van der Plank, KNMI).

This contact resulted, after a lot of correspondence, in the following set of recommendations that have been included in annex VII of third International PMO workshop report (Hamburg, Germany, 23-24 March 2006):

Third International PMO workshop, Hamburg, Germany, 23-24 March 2006
Annex VIII

\Recommendations on migration from SHIP to BUFR code form issue:

1) Frits Koek (KNMI) and Sarah North (UK Met Office) undertook  to review the required data and metadata elements that would be required in a VOS and VOSClim BUFR template. The resulting listing would then be submitted to a new informal ad hoc task team on SOT migration to BUFR (Frits Koek, Sarah North, Pierre Blouch, Graeme Ball, Julie Fletcher, Etienne Charpentier) by 1 June 2006. Comments submitted by the team by 1 July 2006.

2) WMO will liaise with CBS ET/DRC and CT/MTDCF and advise that the SOT is working on revisiting the list of element for inclusion in the VOS BUFR template for ship data and is seeking ET/DRC help.

3) The SOT and ET/DRC will liaise to develop a draft BUFR template suitable for VOS and VOSClim which will be submitted for endorsement by SOT-IV.

The meeting considered possible implementation scenarios as follows: 

(i) Phase 1, target 2007: Member Countries to work on software that converts SHIP to BUFR (1 to 1 conversion) and implement it on a case by case basis. 

(ii) Phase 2, target 2006 to SOT-IV: analyse requirements and consider possible solutions (e.g. (proprietary format + metadata) to BUFR, or (“SOT” format + metadata) to BUFR. “SOT” format is a format inspired from FM-13 SHIP format and can be regarded as proprietary; it is not intended for direct GTS distribution but as a practical way of using existing software slightly modified to achieve BUFR distribution of the data on the GTS.

(iii) Phase 3, target 2008: Implementation of proposed recommendations.

(iv) Phase 4, target 2012: Operational system in place.

