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PROVISIONAL AGENDA (Annotated)
1.    ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING (ET-CTS)


1.1    Opening of the meeting


1.2    Adoption of the agenda


1.3    Working arrangements

EUDCT (Enhanced Use of Data Communication Techniques):

2.    REVIEW OF THE CURRENT STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF TCP/IP PROCEDURES AND APPLICATIONS AT GTS CENTRES

[Participants are invited to report the current status of implementation of TCP/IP procedures at their GTS centres.  For example:

•
Status of migration to TCP/IP

•
Status of usage of WMO sockets

•
Status of usage of file naming convention

•
Status of usage of FTP procedures

•
Status of usage of Email procedures

•
Status of usage of Internet (includes usage of VPN over Internet for GTS main or 
backup)

•
Status of any other TCP/IP collection or dissemination mechanisms

•
Any Information Technology Security issues

•
Any other issues (for example IP routing)

Emphasis on issues]

3.    RECOMMENDED PRACTICES FOR DATA COMMUNICATION AND DATA ACCESS PROCEDURES 


3.1
IPv6 and Multicast procedures


3.2 
Authentication and certification procedures (consider WIS development)


3.3    
Special arrangements for highest priority exchange, e. g. warning messages (Virtual 

sub-networks, Header-based procedures, etc.)

[To keep abreast of IPv6 developments;

Status on move from sockets to FTP – should we suggest a sunset date?

Recommendations on FTP versus secure FTP?

Discussion and recommendation on “chat like” communication protocol for operations and administration? And secured?

To consider the full implications of the introduction of MPLS, and to review the exchange and routeing mechanisms for messages and files on the GTS in the light of the new capabilities of any-to-any connectivity, with a view to WIS and with a view to improving exchange of high priority data and products in support of a virtual all hazards network within the WIS-GTS.

To further develop the WIS-GTS data-communication structure and consider how to improve global exchange of high priority data and products in support of a virtual all hazards network within the WIS-GTS; 

To continue to keep abreast of VPN developments and to update and refine accordingly the guidance documentation;

Discussion on recommendations for Class of Service versus VPN in clouds (implications on MPLS as well)?  Can we subdivide clouds into VPNs without carrier being involved? 

Discussion on recommendations for network to network interfaces (between clouds)?

In WIS Project Plan, there is something about data policies – 

•
Procedures for managing of access rights, control of data retrieval, registration and identification of users, etc can be defined, as and when required

•
Anonymous downloading is technically possible, but depends on whether a NC permits that feature

•
Has no system-inherent features that would violate international legal frameworks

Maybe this has implications for ET-CTS?]
4.    GUIDANCE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF DATA COMMUNICATION FACILITIES (GTS &       INTERNET) AT WWW CENTRES


4.1    Review of Guide on Information Technology Security (ITS) at WWW centres


4.2    Review of Guide on Internet Practices


4.3    Review of the WMO File-naming conventions


4.4   Update of the Guide on Virtual Private Network (VPN) via the Internet between GTS  
        centres  


[To pursue the development/update of guidance material for the use of the Internet with minimized operational and security risks, and for the use of adequate ICT for NMHSs of developing countries]

DCS (Data Communication Structure):

5.   WIS PROJECT AND IMPLEMENTATION 
[Brief introductory review of WIS Project and Implementation plan and related outcome of Cg-XV and ICG-WIS as guidance for development]

6. REVIEW AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE IMPROVED MTN PROJECT


6.1    Technical aspects of IMTN


6.2    Administrative aspects of IMTN


6.3    Review of current/future development plans for IMTN Cloud I and Cloud II (RMDCN)      
         (incl. outcome of latest meetings)

6.4    Evolution towards the WIS core network (interconnecting GISCs and operation-


critical DCPCs
)
[Status on cloud 1 & 2 developments, future plans, and Discussion on Administrative aspects of IMTN]

7.    GUIDANCE ON DATA-COMMUNICATION SERVICES FOR GTS-WIS IMPLEMENTATION 


7.1    Satellite-based telecommunication services


7.2    Managed data-communication network services


7.3    Impact of any-to-any connectivity of MPLS-based networks on agreed GTS traffic flow


7.4    Internet-based services

[Is WIS (and WIS networking) feasible without central management body?]

8.    WIS DATA COMMUNICATION STRUCTURE 


8.1    Review of WIS services with required specifications and WIS components 


8.2    Organization and design of WIS data communication structure

- Part A: improved GTS for time-critical and operation-critical data for all WMO programmes
- Part B: for data discovery, access and retrieval services, incl. timely delivery services

8.3    Coordinated data-distribution systems (including IGDDS)


8.4    Strategy for phased implementation of WIS data communication structure     

[To seek the most feasible design for WIS data communication structure through study of two models, i.e. Global Meteorological Data Communication Network (GMDCN) and the assembling approach of individual components.  Consideration points are:
•
Connection with WIS participants other than NMHSs

•
Gateway to non-NMHSs and for NMHS clouds (responsibility, security and technical requirements)    

•
Backup issues (network backup and connection to alternate GISCs)
•
Administrative aspects (coordinated contract, cost-sharing manner, management and governance)
•
Smooth evolutional migration]
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