Extract from the Seventh Session of the CBS Management Group (Geneva, June 2007)

………………………………………..

WIS-GTS Communication Techniques, Structure ……

4.1.2.8
The MG noted the decisions and guidance from Congress regarding WIS-GTS services, operation and implementation. 

4.1.2.9
The ET-CTS, under the Co-chairship on WIS-GTS Data Communication Structure, will pursue the development of the data communication structure and organization for the WIS-GTS, with particular focus on the smooth evolution, consolidation and improvement of the GTS for time-critical and operation-critical data, including multicast and broadcast components, especially satellite-based, and its required extension to meet operational requirements of all WMO Programmes, especially in the framework of the development of the WMO Integrated Observing System. 
4.1.2.10
The ET-CTS, under the Co-chairship on Enhanced use of Data Communication Techniques (EUDCT), will pursue the development/update of recommended data-communication procedures and the guidance material for the use of the Internet (including VPN) with particular attention to operational and security risks, and for the use of adequate information and communication technology for NMHSs of developing countries.  The new emerging advanced data-communication network services, called MPLS (Multi-Protocol Label Switching) are superseding Frame Relay networks in some areas of the World and provide the capacity of any-to-any connectivity.  The MG was informed that the implementation of MPLS had just been completed on the RA VI RMDCN and IMTN (Cloud II), and it expressed its appreciation to ECMWF for having managed very effectively this important migration.  The ET-CTS will consider the full implications of the introduction of MPLS, and review the exchange and routeing mechanisms for messages and files on the GTS in the light of the new capabilities of any- to-any connectivity, with a view to WIS and with a view to improving exchange of high priority data and products in support of a virtual all hazards network within the WIS-GTS. 
4.1.2.11
The ET-CTS meeting is planned in 2Q 2008 to finalize proposals; much preparatory work should be carried out by correspondence.
