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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains proposal for inclusion of Prevailing visibility and Visibility 
in “Definitions” section of Manual on Codes.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The team is kindly asked to recommend inclusion of Prevailing visibility and Visibility 

in “Definitions” section of Manual on Codes.

References:

[1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306
[2] ICAO Annex 3/ WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1], 21 – 26  June 2004I.1 and I.2.
































































































Background

The Amendment 73 to ICAO Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] introduced Prevailing visibility and Visibility (for aeronautical purposes). Corresponding changes to Regulations in Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1 are in force. Definitions of these elements, however, are missing in the “Definitions” section of Manual on Codes.  
Proposal

It is proposed to insert the following text into “Definitions” in Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306: 

Prevailing visibility
The visibility value, observed in accordance with the definition of "visibility", which is reached or exceeded within at least half the horizon circle or within at least half of the surface of the aerodrome. These areas could comprise contiguous or non-contiguous sectors. 

Note. - This value may be assessed by human observation and/or instrumented systems. When instruments are installed, they are used to obtain the best estimate of the prevailing visibility.

Visibility (for aeronautical purposes)
Visibility for aeronautical purposes is the greater of:

a) the greatest distance at which a black object of suitable dimension, situated near the ground, can be seen and recognized when observed against a bright background;

b) the greatest distance at which lights in the vicinity of 1000 candelas can be seen and identified against an unlit background.

Note. -The two distances have different values in air of a given extinction coefficient, and the latter b) varies with the background illumination. The former a) is represented by the meteorological optical range(MOR).

