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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document compares the definitions of METAR, SPECI and TAF in the ICAO documentation (Annexe 3 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation) and the definitions of the same codes forms in the WMO documentation (WMO publication 309, Manual on Codes).


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The ET DR&C meeting is requested to consider whether any changes to WMO publication 309 are necessary.

The two documents express the codes in very different ways, making direct comparison difficult. Differences noted include:

1.  METAR and SPECI

i. The ICAO template has AUTO and NIL as alternatives, the WMO code form permits both.

ii. The WMO regulations do not mention the word NIL.

iii. The WMO code form allows for the use of metres per second as units of wind speed.

The differences are minor and probably do not require anything more than editorial changes.

2.  TAF

i. The ICAO template has AMD and COR as alternatives, the WMO code form allows both.

ii. The WMO code form allows for the use of metres per second as units of wind speed.

iii. The WMO code form has the change and time indicators before the forecast maximum and minimum temperatures, the ICAO template has the change indicators after.

iv. The WMO code form does not include the changed weather elements after a change indicator.

The regulations are mostly satisfactory and probably do not require anything more than editorial changes. The code form does require amendment, in particular to place the maximum and minimum temperature groups before the change groups and to include weather elements after the change groups.

A possible Code form, needing further editing to tidy it up, is
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