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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains a suggestion for easy and simple identification of templates.


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to examine how to identify templates easily and shortly.

Discussion

For promoting use of the Table Driven Code Forms (TDCF), inter alia BUFR, more than 20 templates of BUFR have been prepared as standard or recommended ones.  The existing templates are provided by the WMO Secretariat at:

http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/WMOCodes/MigrationTDCF/BUFRCREXTemplates_2005mar.doc.

In general, templates can be classified into two categories; one is consistent with Traditional Alphanumeric Codes (TACs) and the other is "extended" or "unique" templates, which are inconsistent with TACs.  Normally, the latter needs complicated names to specify their contents.

For the promulgation of TDCF, more templates need to be developed as standards or recommended ones.  However, some of which must be inconsistent with TACs and cannot be easily identified due to lack of appropriate identification system.  Hence, introduction of a system similar to FM numbering and naming system for TACs would be required to appropriately refer to these templates in WMO regulations and other relevant documents.

Annex to this document shows a possible solution for identification of templates, in which template numbers, short names and texts for explanation are included.  The template numbers in nine characters consist of "TM" (TeMplate), BUFR/CREX categories and sub-categories, and also an optional digit.  Basically, each TM Number corresponds with BUFR/CREX sub-category.

The meeting is invited to discuss the necessity of the naming and numbering system and to make more sophisticated one, if needed.

LIST OF BUFR TEMPLATES

TM Number
Name and Explanation of Templates

TM000/000
SYNOP --- Synoptic Reports From Land Stations Suitable For SYNOP Observations

TM000/003
SYNOP MOBIL --- Synoptic Reports From Land Stations Suitable For SYNOP MOBIL Observations

TM001/006
SYNOP AWS --- Surface Observations From AWS (One-hour Period)
TM001/007
SYNOP AWS --- Surface Observations From AWS (N-minute Period)

TM000/010
METAR
TM000/011
SPECI

TM000/020
CLIMAT
TM001/000
SHIP --- Synoptic Reports From Sea Stations Suitable For Ship Observations

TM001/000-2
SHIP VOS --- Synoptic Reports From Sea Stations Suitable For Ship Observations From VOS Ships
TM001/020
CLIMAT SHIP
TM001/025
BUOY

TM002/001
PILOT
Vertical Profile Templates For Wind Sounding (Suitable
TM002/002
PILOT MOBIL
for PILOT, PILOT SHIP and PILOT MOBIL observation
TM002/003
PILOT SHIP
type data) with pressure as the vertical coordinate
TM002/001-2
PILOT
Vertical Profile Templates For Wind Sounding (Suitable
TM002/002-2
PILOT MOBIL
for PILOT, PILOT SHIP and PILOT MOBIL observation
TM002/003-2
PILOT SHIP
type data) with pressure as the vertical coordinate
TM002/004
TEMP
Vertical Profile Templates For Wind Sounding (Suitable
TM002/005
TEMP MOBIL
for TEMP, TEMP SHIP and TEMP MOBIL observation
TM002/006
TEMP SHIP
type data) with pressure as the vertical coordinate
TM002/007
TEMP DROP --- Vertical Profile Templates For Drop Sounding (Suitable for TEMP DROP Observations)
TM002/020
AMDAR PROFILE --- Aircraft Ascent/Descent Profile (Suitable For AMDAR Profile)
TM002/025
CLIMAT TEMP
TM002/026
CLIMAT TEMP SHIP

TM003/003
RADOB (Part A: Information On Tropical Cyclone)
TM004/001
Simple AMDAR

TM004/001-2
New AMDAR

TM004/001-3
AIREP
TM007/000
TC TRACK --- Tropical Cyclone Tracks Information Derived From EPS

TM007/005
SAREP (Part A: Information On Tropical Cyclone)
TM031/001
TRACKOB

TM031/004
ARGO --- Sub-surface Profiling Floats

TM031/005
XBT/XCTD
Points to be discussed are:

a)
How to differentiate BUFR and CREX templates.  For example, TB for BUFR and TC for CREX.

b)
Templates may be expressed like "BUFR SYNOP", "CREX SHIP" in verbal communication.

c)
The list of templates may be included in the Manual on Reporting Practices, which is under development.

d)
Optional digit is necessary for differentiating templates in the same sub-category.

e)
Name of template should be as short as possible, and suitable words be used for identifying a template.  In this sense, it is better to change the name "New AMDAR", and maybe "Simple AMDAR".

f)
The template numbers can be simple serial ones, if the numbers are unchangeable and category/sub-category to which each template belongs is specified somehow.
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