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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document is base for discussion about additional MTDCF requirements


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The ET DR&C meeting is kindly asked to discuss the topic.

BACKGROUND

1.  Introduction

The first Meeting of the Coordination Team on Migration to Table Driven Code Forms (CT/MTDCF) took place at WMO Headquarters in Geneva from 1-4 November 2005. 

During the meeting a few problems related to BUFR data representation arose, requiring ET/DRC involvement.

2. The representation of BUFR/CREX tables and their maintenance

There is a clear need for BUFR/CREX tables being represented in more suitable format for computer usage without human intervention. The ET/DRC is kindly requested to consider and find acceptable solutions.

3. Representation of NIL reports in BUFR

The CT/MTDCF reviewed the need to represent corrected, amended, delayed and NIL reports.

This is an especially strong requirement for OPMET data (METAR/SPECI and TAF), where 

COR, AMD are elements of the current METAR/SPECI and or TAF code and should be included in the BUFR templates. 

The need for monitoring of NIL reports set requirements to represent NIL report in BUFR form.

The CT subgroup recommended that NIL report should be represented by setting all the values in the BUFR subset to “missing value” except for the date/time, location, identification elements and delayed replications.

4. Request from ICAO for non-standard units usage in BUFR

In general the ICAO is using non-standard units in the METAR/SPECI and TAF codes.

Further more; the usage of non-standard units at the airports in the USA is widely spread.

The Team should consider how to use non-standard units in BUFR.

5. Max wind level data representation in TEMP/PILOT

The CT subgroup agreed that max wind data in the TEMP/PILOT should be added at the end of the templates, with height as the vertical coordinate.
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