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Report on WIS Centre identification progress 
(Submitted by Secretariat)

Summary and Purpose of Document

This document reports on the work of the ICG-WIS Subgroup on the Identification of WIS Centres. 

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the report and respond to the recommendations there in.

References:

1.
ICG-WIS 5 (Brazil) Report

2.
Report on CBS XIV (WMO 1040)

3.
WIS Technical Specifications of GISC, DCPC and NC

4.
WIS Functional Architecture

5.
List of potential GISCs and DCPCs

6.
EC-LXI approved documents 3.5

7.
ICG-WIS Subgroup on Demonstration Process - Report

Attachments

1.
Report template for a GISC
2.
Report template for a DCPC
REPORT ON WIS CENTRE IDENTIFICATION PROGRESS

1. Background
1.1. The ICG-WIS 5 (Para 5.2 Ref 1) recognising that both the ICG-WIS and CBS have been entrusted with critical tasks in the designation process of WIS centres, established an ICG-WIS sub-group on the identification of WIS centres. This subgroup, composed of Mr. Al Kellie (NCAR - chair), Mr. Peiliang Shi (CMA) and Mr. Walter Zwieflhofer (ECMWF), was tasked to assess (validate) the initial offers/identification for GISCs and DCPCs. A WMO letter was sent on 18 October 2008 to all PRs seeking offers and/or preliminary identification of GISCs and DCPCs. This subgroup worked, mainly by correspondence, based on the replies from Members. The chairs of the ICG-WIS and Sub-group met in Geneva on 22 January 2009, and worked remotely with the other members to establish a process for assessing centres.
1.2. The subgroup agreed to review the functional components of the offers, as well as their compliance, against the technical specifications. Where information was not included in the letter of offer, the subgroup utilised the centres’ web pages and other resources to make the assessment. The base template for recording the assessment is in attachment 1 for GISC and attachment 2 for DCPC. The group, supported by the Secretariat, continued to assess the submissions and recorded the results in a data base at WMO. The summary forms were created from the database using mail merge in Word and were published on the WIS web page (Reference 4). The results of the subgroup were used by the ET-GDDP which is reported in document 2.5 “The report of the WIS Centre Demonstration Process”. 
2. Reports to CBS XIV, Croatia, EC LXI, Geneva and ICG-WIS.
2.1. The Secretariat reported to CBS XIV on the progress of the WIS centre identification process. The Commission noted the requirements from EC LX for the identification of WIS centres for EC LXI. It thanked the ICG-WIS ad hoc working group for collating and preparing a list of around 100 identified centres from over 35 countries. It noted it is important that processes now be developed to allow candidate centres to demonstrate WIS capabilities. The Commission confirmed the formalisation of the ET-GDDP proposed by ICG-WIS 5 and created by CBS Management Group.
2.2. Updated results of the ICG-WIS Subgroup were also reported to EC LXI (Reference 6) and included an additional response from two countries. Two further countries, Fiji and Egypt were identified during EC. On reviewing the status of centre identification EC urged the relevant bodies to make known to Members as soon as possible the technical details on the GISC and DCPC designation process. The Council endorsed the plan of action taken by CBS to:

· Develop guidance and management procedures for the CBS demonstration and assessment of capabilities of candidate GISC and DCPC centres in the framework of the GISC-DCPC designation procedure as endorsed by Cg-XV; the outcome should be submitted to the forthcoming ICG-WIS session (October 2009) with a view to reporting to EC-LXII (2010);

· Organize demonstrations of capabilities of candidate GISC and DCPC centres at the CBS Extraordinary Session (2010);
· Submit formal designations of GISC and DCPC centres to Cg-XVI.
2.3. Although the full ICG-WIS 6 was postponed until February 2010, a sub group of the ICG-WIS met in Geneva in November 2009 to review the work of both the ICG-WIS sub group and of the ET-GDDP. An important clarification was that the ICG-WIS Subgroup on WIS centre identification will continue to play a major role in the demonstration process. Submissions from centres will need to be endorsed by the ICG-WIS through this subgroup. It will also be responsible for ensuring that the relevant technical commission and regional association be consulted as per the designation process approved by Cg XV. To this end, noting Mr Peiliang Shi has taken up the role of D/WIS, his position on this subgroup will now need to be filled by another member of the ICG-WIS.
3. Recommendations
3.1. The meeting is invited to note the work of the ICG-WIS subgroup on WIS Centre Identification, and the recommendation of a meeting of a sub group on Demonstration Processes that:

3.1.1. The subgroup on WIS centre identification be continued

3.1.2. That the vacancy created by Mr Shi moving to WMO be replaced.
Attachment 1. Report Template for a GISC

	Organization Name
	

	Centre Name
	

	Address
	

	Country
	

	Contact
	

	Centre Type
	GISC

	Region where located
	

	Area of Responsibility
	

	Notify P/RA
	

	Current Role- Regional
	

	Current Role- Global
	

	Commitment by PR

	

	Operational Target Date
	


	Tech Specs:
	Assessment or Evidence
	Status

	1. Uploading of Metadata for Data and Products
	
	

	2. Uploading of Data and Products
	
	

	3. Centralization of Globally Distributed Data
	
	

	4. Maintenance of User Identification and Role Information
	
	

	5. Consolidated View of Distributed User Identification and Role Information
	
	

	6. Authentication of a User
	
	

	7. Authorization of a User Role
	
	

	8. DAR Catalogue Search and Retrieval
	
	

	9. Consolidated View of Distributed DAR Metadata Catalogues
	
	

	10. Downloading Files via Dedicated Networks
	
	

	11. Downloading Files via Non‑dedicated Networks
	
	

	12. Downloading Files via Other Methods
	
	

	13. Maintenance of Dissemination Metadata
	
	

	14. Consolidated View of Distributed Dissemination Metadata Catalogues
	
	

	15. Reporting of Quality of Service
	
	


	Functions
	Assessment or Evidence
	Status

	1. Receive observational data and products that are intended for global exchange from NCs and DCPCs within their area of responsibility, reformat as necessary and aggregate into products that cover their responsible area
	
	

	2. Exchange information intended for global dissemination with other GISCs
	
	

	3. Disseminate, within its area of responsibility, the entire set of data and products agreed by WMO for routine global exchange (this dissemination can be via any combination of the Internet, satellite, multicasting, etc. as appropriate to meet the needs of Members that require its products)
	
	

	4. Hold the entire set of data and products agreed by WMO for routine global exchange for at least 24 hours and make it available via WMO request/reply (”Pull”) mechanisms
	
	

	5. Maintain, in accordance to the WMO standards, a catalogue of all data and products for global exchange and provide access to this catalogue to locate the relevant centre
	
	

	6. Provide around-the-clock connectivity to the public and private networks at a bandwidth that is sufficient to meet its global and regional responsibilities;
	
	

	7. Co-ordinate with the Centres within its area of responsibility a WIS telecommunications infrastructure that can meet the WIS requirements for information exchange within the area and that can exchange agreed WIS time critical and operational critical information with other areas.
	
	

	8. Ensure that they have procedures and arrangements in place to provide swift recovery or backup of their essential services in the event of an outage (due to, for example, fire or a natural disaster)
	
	

	9. Participate in monitoring the performance of the system, including monitoring the collection and distribution of data and products intended for global exchange.
	
	


Assessment Comments: 

Additional Comments: 

Attachment 2. Report Template for a DCPC

	Organization Name
	

	Centre Name
	

	Address
	

	Country
	

	Contact
	

	Centre Type
	DCPC

	Region where located
	

	Endorsed by Technical Commission / Programme 
	

	Current Role- Regional
	

	Current Role- Global
	

	Commitment by PR

	

	Operational Target Date
	


	Tech Specs:
	Assessment or Evidence
	Status

	1. Uploading of Metadata for Data and Products
	
	

	2. Uploading of Data and Products
	
	

	4. Maintenance of User Identification and Role Information
	
	

	6. Authentication of a User
	
	

	7. Authorization of a User Role
	
	

	8. DAR Catalogue Search and Retrieval
	
	

	10. Downloading Files via Dedicated Networks
	
	

	11. Downloading Files via Non-dedicated Networks
	
	

	12. Downloading Files via Other Methods
	
	

	13. Maintenance of Dissemination Metadata
	
	

	14. (GISC only) Consolidated View of Distributed Dissemination Metadata Catalogues
	n/a
	n/a

	15. Reporting of Quality of Service
	
	


	Functions
	Assessment or Evidence
	Status

	1. Collect information intended for dissemination to NC's
	n/a
	n/a

	2. Collects special programme related data and products
	
	

	3. Provide regional or specialized data and products
	
	

	4. Provide data intended for global exchange  to GISC
	
	

	5. Disseminate information not intended for global exchange
	
	

	6. Support access via WMO request/reply mechanisms
	
	

	7. Describe data and products according to WMO metadata standard
	
	

	8. Maintain capability for swift recovery in event of disaster
	
	

	9. Participate in monitoring of performance
	
	


Assessment Comments: 

Additional Comments: 

�� HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/ICG-WIS_Brasilia2008/documents/icgwis2008-report.doc" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/ICG-WIS_Brasilia2008/documents/icgwis2008-report.doc� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS/Reports/CBS-XIV_Dubrovnik2009/WMO-1040_en.pdf" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS/Reports/CBS-XIV_Dubrovnik2009/WMO-1040_en.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/ref_docs_en.html" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/ref_docs_en.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/ref_docs_en.html" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/ref_docs_en.html�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/centres/index.html" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/centres/index.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/SESSIONS/EC/EC-LXI/English/Approved/app_wp03-5_en.doc" ��ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/SESSIONS/EC/EC-LXI/English/Approved/app_wp03-5_en.doc� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/ICG_WIS_SG_DP2009/report.doc" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/ICG_WIS_SG_DP2009/report.doc� 





