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Summary and Purpose of Document

This document attempts to report on WIS acceptance and implementation from South Africa and the RA1 Region.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note that there has not been a lot of progress this last year in South Africa. We did welcome the brief visit from Eliot Christian to South Africa and the region at more than one occasion. 

Progress with WIS implementation in South Africa and Sothern Africa
1. Project Plan defined
1.1 With assistance of Eliot we did lay out an initial project plan to implement WIS. 

2. Network infrastructure
2.1. Region 

South Africa is an RTH for the Southern African Region of RA1. During 2009 the link to Nairobi, Kenya was upgraded to 64kb.  All other links to the region are 64kb. 

A number of countries have recently upgraded the GTS switching systems as well. 

2.2. Washington

This link is still running at 64kb. 

2.3. Network expansion 2010

The South African Weather Service (SAWS) will be linking us to the South African Research Network (SANREN). SANREN will give the SAWS the ability to link in to a 10Gb Fibre line. SAWS will pay for international bandwidth used. We are planning to have 40MB or more of international bandwidth. We are also investigation linking via SANREN to the RMDCN. These we hope to have in place by mid 2010.   

2.4. Switching system 

We are making use of the NETSYS message switch and Weatherman systems. 

3. Hardware Support

SAWS will be moving to a VMware virtualised hardware environment with full redundancy and backup by April 2010.  

4. Human resources

SAWS have a very skilled group of IT staff. The problem we have a limited time to projects. Commercial projects have been taking priority over WIS. 

Progress with WIS implementation in Africa
5. DCPC country list and commitments
	Member/Org.
	Centre
	Function

	Algeria
	DCPC
	RTH/RSMC

	Egypt
	DCPC
	Regional Ozone Centre

	Egypt
	DCPC
	RIC

	Egypt
	DCPC
	RRC

	Egypt
	DCPC
	RSMC

	Egypt
	DCPC
	RTC

	Egypt
	DCPC
	RTH

	Kenya
	DCPC
	RIC

	Kenya
	DCPC
	RSMC

	Kenya
	DCPC
	RTH

	Niger
	DCPC
	AGRHYMET

	Niger
	DCPC
	RTH / ACNAS

	Senegal
	DCPC
	Aviation Centre

	Senegal
	DCPC
	RSMC

	Senegal
	DCPC
	RTH

	South Africa
	DCPC
	GAW

	South Africa
	DCPC
	Regional Ozone Centre

	South Africa
	DCPC
	RIC

	South Africa
	DCPC
	RRC

	South Africa
	DCPC
	RSMC

	South Africa
	DCPC
	RTC

	South Africa
	DCPC
	RTH


South Africa may be in a position to ultimately run as a GISC as infrastructure will not be a problem for us. The long term sustainability will be the key to success.   
