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Summary and Purpose of Document

This document introduces the concept of a Global Framework for Climate Services that came from the World Climate Conference 3 Aug/Sept 2009. 
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to the GFCS initiative and to consider the role of the ICG-WIS in ensuring the GFCS builds on WIS.

References:

1.
WCC-3 Outcomes – Web Page

2.
WCC 3 Concept Note on the GFCS

Background
1. GFCS (Extract from WCC-3  outcomes [Ref 1])

1.1. Heads of State and Government, Ministers and senior government officials of 160 countries participating in the High-level Segment of World Climate Conference-3 (WCC-3), 31 August to 4 September, decided to establish a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) to strengthen the provision and use of climate predictions, products and information worldwide. The agreement was the culmination of the UN-wide Conference, convened by WMO and partners, which brought together more than 2 500 scientists, sector experts and decision-makers to discuss the urgent need for accurate and timely climate information.
1.2.  The Global Framework will be crucial for building climate-resilient societies. Through strengthened observations, research and information systems, as well as new interaction mechanisms for climate information users and providers, the Framework will ensure that all sectors of society have user-friendly climate products that enable them to plan ahead in the face of changing climate conditions.
Discussion

2. Impact on WIS
2.1. The concepts of the GFCS are described in the GFCS Concept Note [Ref 2]. It can be seen that the GFCS is planned to be an end to end system involving four main components: 

· User Interface Programme, 

· Climate Services Information System, 

· Observation and Monitoring,

· Research, Modelling and Prediction. 
All of these areas are within WIS in regards to WMO and build on both the existing GTS framework and the new functionality of WIS. However, the key to extending these four components into the wider climate community and to decision makers could be facilitated through the interoperability of WIS.

2.2. This highlights several issues that could be of concern to the ICG-WIS.

· The primary importance is to ensure the GFCS develops within the WIS principles, adopting the same interoperability framework. This will ensure those components outside of the WMO community with be interoperable with those within.
· It is important, for the benefits of efficiency and cost, that GFCS does not invent or build a completely independent solution. The ICG-WIS must ensure the GFCS builds on WIS.

· All Technical Commissions will be involved in the GFCS, it is essential that their ICG-WIS representatives play an active role in the development and coordination mechanisms GFCS and report back to ICG-WIS on relevant issues.

· Once it is understood, the scale of GFCS, it would be ideal if this information fed back into the WIS RRR process. This is necessary so WIS itself can be appropriately scaled to ensure climate initiatives are fully supported.
Outcome
3. The ICG-WIS is requested to review the information provided and to incorporate the needs of this new climate initiative into its planning and activities.
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