Report on Météo France and UK Met Office vGISC development

Météo France and the Met Office have agreed to collaborate on procuring software to implement a virtual GISC, DCPCs and NCs. The specifications were built using the WMO WIS functional architecture, and suppliers have been encouraged to use GeoNetwork for metadata catalogues, OpenSSO for security implementations, and to re-use the concepts of SIMDAT.

Following a formal start to the procurement in summer 2009, detailed clarification discussions have been taking place with shortlisted suppliers since November 2009, and Best and Final Offers will be returned by 26 February 2010. This will allow a contract to be let during April 2010. A phased delivery of capability is planned, with the intention of demonstrating critical GISC functionality by late 2010, and complete functionality in early 2011.

