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Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document contains information on the time of reception of SYNOP and TEMP bulletins at MTN centres during the July 2008 SMM exercise.

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to review the information on the time of reception of SYNOP and TEMP bulletins at MTN centres during the July 2008 SMM exercise, and to further consider means to evaluate the performance of the MTN by assessing the latency of the exchange of bulletins on the MTN. 

.
1. The Joint implementation-coordination meeting on the MTN and meeting of the CBS Expert Team on GTS-WIS operations and implementation held in 2006 meeting discussed the means to evaluate the performance of the MTN by assessing the latency of the exchange of bulletins on the MTN. 

2. The raw data provided by the SMM centres include the time of reception of the bulletins at the SMM centres (month, day, hour, minute). After the 2006 meeting, the SMM centres discussed the possibility to use this information to compare the time of reception of bulletins between MTN centres. RTHs Tokyo and Offenbach informed the Secretariat that the time of reception of the bulletins is rounded down to minutes, i.e. the second is not taken into account, and that the time is recorded when the whole information (including end-of-message signals) of a bulletin was received by the SMM centres. It was also noted that, in addition to the method of rounding the time, there are some points to be considered when discussing the latency, such as the incorrect synchronization of the clock of the SMM centres with the standard time.
3. The graphs in the next page show the comparison in the times of reception of SYNOP and TEMP bulletins at SMM centres during the July 2008 SMM. Within a time slot of three minutes, 94 per cent of the SYNOP bulletins and 96 per cent of the TEMP bulletins were available at the three relevant centres.
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July 2008 SMM - Only the bulletins (00, 06, 12 and 18 UTC) received by all centres are taken into account
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