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_______________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document describes the status of migration to Table-Driven Code Forms in RA I and the migration issues encountered.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to note the information and consider the recommendations listed therein.
ANNEXES:

   1.
None
1
DISCUSSION
Despite the difficulties encountered by many NMHSs in RA-I, great progress has been made in the TDCF migration between May 2016 and July 2017.

The main challenge is the lack of adequate connections supporting the transmission of BUFR reports.
The migration process at the level of RTH has gone well: the RTH codes the TAC data into TDCF and transmits them to the GTS. This process can temporarily replace migration at the NMHS level and meets the needs of the meteorological community.
Just prior to the meeting in early July 2017, a questionnaire was prepared and sent to all TDCF focal points, but several emails were rejected because of "non-existent address". Only four responses are received, from : Kenya, Tunisia, Mauritius and Morocco.
 

a- Kenya and Tunisia:

The migration to TDCF was finished.
b- Mauritius:

Migration not yet started at the NMS but the RTH connected to converts TAC Synop message and injects it into GTS network.  

Any help to migrate to TDCF would be much appreciated.

c- Morocco:  

The transition to the TDCF format was carried out by the NMS of Morocco in October 2016. the usual flow disseminated in TAC format was replaced by a BUFR set transmitted to the GTS through the RTH of Toulouse.

In addition, TEMP messages are issued from the upper air stations with both formats TAC and BUFR. The dissemination on the GTS of the TEMP files in TDCF format will be achieved by the end of 2017 pending the official declaration to the WMO of the two upper air stations of DAKHLA and ERRACHIDIA.

The same case for SYNOP and METAR messages automatically generated by the 156 new AWOS stations which are also issued in TAC and BUFR at the national level. Their transmission on the GTS is dependent on the officialization of the identifiers of these AWOS stations in early 2018.
2
Migration Status evolution
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Recommendations
1. The revision of the list of focal points mentioned at the May-June 2016 meeting should be re-examined. The list of TDCF focal points should be updated with the aim of having specialized focal points.
2. The RTHs should be encouraged to take in charge the responsibility of converting and transmitting in TDCF format all messages received from attached NMS.
3. The task of monitoring TDCF migration in AR-I is not permanent. No NMS nor RTH has this responsibility in charge. It is recommended that WMO or other centre, such as ECMWF, do this and diffuse the results on web site. 
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