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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document records the fact that the templates for the encoding of SIGMET data which were under validation are no longer required.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to recognize that encoding sequences which have been under validation are no longer needed for SIGMET data, and that as such the validation activities have been suspended.  As the sequences have never been used operationally, the meeting is invited to make the associated table D entries available again for new sequences.
DISCUSSION
1.
Under agenda item 3.3 of the 2009 meeting of the IPET-DRC, document 3.3(11) was submitted by Jeff Ator on behalf of the USA.  This document proposed a new version of the Table D entry 3-16-030 for encoding of SIGMETs to be introduced with version 15 of BUFR Table D.
2.
During the meeting the Team decided that, rather than modify the existing Table D entry between BUFR Table versions, new sequences should be defined to accommodate the requirements expressed in the paper.

3.
The annex to paragraph 3.3.11 in the final report of the meeting listed the eight resulting Table D entries which were to be validated.  These were:
3-16-041 (SIGMET header)

3-16-042 (Volcanic Ash SIGMET)


3-16-043 (Thunderstorm SIGMET)


3-16-044 (Tropical Cyclone SIGMET)


3-16-045 (Turbulence SIGMET)


3-16-046 (Icing SIGMET)


3-16-047 (Mountain Wave, Dust Storm or Sandstorm SIGMET)


3-16-048 (Cancellation of SIGMET)

4.
After initial validation activities involving the Jeff Ator (USA) and Eva Červená (Czech Republic), a change of priorities in the USA means that there is no longer a need to adopt these entries and as such their validation is no longer being pursued.
PROPOSAL
5.
The Table D entries defined in the annex to paragraph 3.3.11 of the final report of the 2009 meeting of the IPET-DRC and listed in paragraph 3 of this document have never been declared pre-operational or operational, and are no longer required.  It is proposed that these Table D entries are made available again for potential future needs, and the validation process be considered closed.







