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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for amendments to the current text of B/C Regulations. 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document

and recommend the proposed modifications as pre-operational.

References:

   [1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2.
   [2] http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WMOCodes/
 5 - 8  December 2005ntion on International Civil Aviation
1. Background
Regulations for Reporting Traditional data in TDCF (B/C Regulations) are included in Part C of the Manual on Codes. The submitted document contains a proposal of modifications of the existing text of Regulations B/C 1.9, 5.9 and 10.7 based on the outcome of the discussion with Météo-France and members of the IPET DRC to allow easier and more suitable inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters. Moreover, some clarification is needed in Regulations B/C 25 for reporting of high resolution sounding data.
2.1 Current state of B/C 1.9, 5.9 and 10.7
B/C 1.9 “Instantaneous” data required by regional or national reporting practices
If regional or national reporting practices require inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters, the sequence descriptor 3 07 080 shall not be used.  In this case BUFR/CREX template for SYNOP data shall be used in its first level expanded form and the descriptors, corresponding to the required “instantaneous” parameters, shall be inserted to precede 3 02 043 (Basic synoptic “period” data).  
B/C 5.9 “Instantaneous” data required by regional or national reporting practices
If regional or national reporting practices require inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters, the sequence descriptor 3 07 090 shall not be used.  In this case BUFR/CREX template for SYNOP MOBIL data shall be used in its first level expanded form and the descriptors, corresponding to the required “instantaneous” parameters, shall be inserted to precede 3 02 043 (Basic synoptic “period” data).  
B/C 10.7 “Instantaneous” data required by regional or national reporting practices
If regional or national reporting practices require inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters, the sequence descriptor 3 08 009 shall not be used. In this case BUFR/CREX template for SHIP data shall be used in its first level expanded form and the descriptors, corresponding to the required “instantaneous” parameters, shall be inserted to precede 3 02 060 (SHIP “period” data).  
2.2 Proposed modifications of Regulations B/C 1.9, 5.9 and 10.7
B/C 1.9 “Instantaneous” data required by regional or national reporting practices
If regional or national reporting practices require inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters, the sequence descriptor 3 07 080 shall be supplemented by the required element descriptors being preceded by a relevant time period descriptor set to zero, i.e. 0 04 024 = 0 or 0 04 025 = 0.  
B/C 5.9 “Instantaneous” data required by regional or national reporting practices
If regional or national reporting practices require inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters, the sequence descriptor 3 07 090 shall be supplemented by the required element descriptors being preceded by a relevant time period descriptor set to zero, i.e. 0 04 024 = 0 or 0 04 025 = 0.  
B/C 10.7 “Instantaneous” data required by regional or national reporting practices
If regional or national reporting practices require inclusion of additional “instantaneous” parameters, the sequence descriptor 3 08 009 shall be supplemented by the required element descriptors being preceded by a relevant time period descriptor set to zero, i.e. 0 04 024 = 0 or 0 04 025 = 0.  

3.1 Current state of B/C 25
General

A BUFR (or CREX) message should be sent when the 100 hPa level is reached.  In any case, a BUFR (or CREX) message shall be produced when the sounding is completed containing data from the entire sounding.

B/C 25.7.2.2 Extended vertical sounding significance – Flag table 0 08 042

        (m) All bits set to 0 indicate a level determined by national decision.
3.2 Proposed additions to B/C 25
General

A BUFR (or CREX) message should be sent when the 100 hPa level is reached.  In any case, a BUFR (or CREX) message shall be produced when the sounding is completed containing data from the entire sounding. 

If high resolution data are reported, only one BUFR message should be sent when the 100 hPa level is reached and only one BUFR message shall be produced when the sounding is completed, provided that all standard and significant levels are properly identified in compliance with the relevant B/C 25 Regulations.

B/C 25.7.2.2 Extended vertical sounding significance – Flag table 0 08 042

m) All bits set to 0 indicate a level determined by national decision or a level of no significance that has been included when high resolution data are reported.

