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Summary and Purpose of Document
This paper proposes changes to the aeronautical codes FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51 which are consequential to Amendment 75 to ICAO Annex 3 / WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] which will become applicable in November 2010.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
To note the contents of this paper and amend the WMO Manual on Codes (WMO-No.306) accordingly.
APPENDIX:

1.
Amendments to FM15 METAR/FM16 SPECI
2.
Amendments to FM51 TAF
3.
Amendments to Symbolic letters
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
This paper outlines the changes to the requirements for METAR/SPECI and TAF that affect the aeronautical codes FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51, which will have to be amended accordingly. 

2.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO FM 15, FM 16 and FM 51

2.1
The proposed changes to the aeronautical codes for METAR (FM 15), SPECI (FM 16) and TAF (FM 51) are contained in the Appendix to this paper. The proposals are consequential to Amendment 75 to ICAO Annex 3/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] that were adopted by the ICAO Council on 22 February 2010 and will become applicable on 18 November 2010. The proposed changes relate to the removal of the option to report wind speed using kilometres per hour as the unit of measurement in METAR/SPECI and TAF; the removal of the requirement to report NDV in METAR/SPECI when no directional variation is detected by automatic systems; the inclusion of funnel cloud intensity to indicate a well-developed funnel cloud in METAR/SPECI; the inclusion of additional locally agreed criteria for the issuance of SPECI and change groups in TAF; the inclusion of the mandatory inclusion of towering cumulus in addition to cumulonimbus in TAF and the permitting of multiple maximum and minimum temperature forecasts in TAF.

2.2
A few additional editorial suggestions are made for the consideration of the group.
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