
	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

----------------------------

SECOND MEETING OF

INTER-PROGRAMME EXPERT TEAM ON
 DATA REPRESENTATION AND CODES

BRASILIA, BRAZIL, 31 AUGUST-3 SEPTEMBER 2010
	
	IPET-DRC-II / Doc.4.3
(5.VIII.2010)

-------------------------

ITEM 4.3

ENGLISH ONLY


Past weather reporting in hourly synoptic observation 

Submitted by Eva Červená (Czech Republic)

________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for an addition to FM 12.2.6.6.1 and to FM 12.2.6.7.1  
to specify the time period for reporting past weather in hourly synoptic observations.
.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document
and recommend the proposed addition as editorial.

References:

   [1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1
   [2] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2
1. Background 
In Regulations for Reporting Traditional data in TDCF, the time period for reporting past weather is specified in regulations B/C 1.10.1.7.1, B/C 1.10.1.8.1, B/C 5.10.1.7.1, B/C 5.10.1.8.1, B/C 10.8.1.7.1 and B/C 10.8.1.8.1 as follows:
The time period (0 04 024) covered by past weather (1) and past weather (2) shall be expressed as a negative value in hours:

(a) Six hours, for observations at 0000, 0600, 1200, and 1800 UTC;

(b) Three hours for observations at 0300, 0900, 1500, and 2100 UTC;

(c) Two hours for intermediate observations if taken every two hours.

(d) One hour for intermediate observations if taken every hour.
In the TAC Regulations FM 12.2.6.6.1 and to FM 12.2.6.7.1, however, the definition of time period for reporting past weather from hourly synoptic observation is missing:

a) Six hours, for observations at 0000, 0600, 1200, and 1800 UTC;

b) Three hours for observations at 0300, 0900, 1500, and 2100 UTC;

c) Two hours for intermediate observations if taken every two hours.

The negative impact of this shortcoming of the TAC regulations was clearly demonstrated in synoptic data produced by an RAVI country in BUFR, where time period 0 04 024 for past weather at 10 UTC and 11 UTC was reported as -4 and -5, respectively. Taking into account the fact, that the highest code figures for past weather have to be used, and that the time period for past weather is not available in TAC data, this practice might have a very misleading effect. 
2. Proposal 
It is proposed to add a new point (d) to FM 12.2.6.6.1 and to FM 12.2.6.7.1: 
               (d)  One hour for intermediate observations if taken every hour.
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