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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents issues on migration to TDCFs by DCP (Data Collecting Platforms).
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss this issue of migration to TDCFs by DCP in view of collaboration with other CBS ETs.
REFERENCE:

Presentation material in the RARS-IGDDS-IG4 (Geneva, Switzerland, 22 - 24 March 2010)
DISCUSSIONS
1.
The issue of DCP migration was discussed at the Joint fourth meeting of RARS Implementation Group and IGGDS Implementation Group (Geneva, Switzerland, 22 - 24 March 2010).
2.
The joint meeting noted that;

-
in the case of DCPs in remote areas (e.g. buoys), upgrading the DCP for TDCF can be unpractical (very expensive or unfeasible),
-
instead, an alternative is to perform TAC-TDCF conversion of DCP messages before their injection into GTS.  In this regard, a question was raised, i.e. where, by whom should this be done?

Consequently, the joint meeting felt this issue should be discussed by other CBS Expert Teams.
3.
In accordance with the discussion by the joint meeting above, the IPET-DRC will discuss this issue as the responsible body of the migration to TDCFs with a view to collaboration with other CBS expert teams, such as the Expert Team on WIS-GTS Operation and Implementation (ET-OI) as the responsible body for exchanging BUFR and CREX messages, bearing in mind that;
a.
in principle, DCP data collected by satellite operators should be sent back to the DCP operators before international exchange,
b.
quality control of DCP data should be done by DCP operators,
c.
quality controlled DCP data should be injected into GTS in cooperation with GTS centres concerned.







